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Where History Spins and Joy Rings

The earliest form of the spinning hand drum, which also known as

rattle drum or pellet drum, dates back to more than 3,000 years ago
in the Shang dynasty, and was widely used during the Song dynasty.
Skilled Chinese craftsmen made the earliest

versions using bamboo, wood, paper and string.

In ancient times, this small drum played
an important role in ceremonies and rituals.
People believed its bright, rhythmic tapping
could chase away evil spirits and bring
good fortune. During festivals, its cheerful
sound echoed through bustling streets and temple courtyards.

As the years went by, the drum found its
way into everyday life. Merchants used its
rhythm to draw customers and announce
new goods, while children delighted in
spinning it and discovering the music it
could make. What began as a ceremonial
instrument gradually became a cherished
toy, passed lovingly from one generation to

the next.

And so, through dynasties and centuries, the
spinning hand drum continued its journey - from
the hands of ancient artisans to joyful children all
around the world. Its purpose may have changed
over time, but its spirit has remained the same:
bright, hopeful and full of life.
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Illustrated by: Blake Maximus @blakedrawssillydragons
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