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About Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay

Esplanade is Singapore’s national performing arts centre. It hosts a year-round line-up of
about 4,000 live performances and activities presented by Esplanade, its partners and
hirers. As an arts centre for everyone, Esplanade also creates opportunities for seniors,
youth, children and underserved communities to experience the arts. More than 70% of
the shows that take place each year at the centre are free for all to enjoy.

Esplanade also brings the arts virtually to audiences in Singapore and beyond, through
its diverse range of digital programmes on Esplanade Offstage, an all-access backstage
pass to the performing arts and guide to Singapore and Asian arts and culture, with
videos, podcasts, articles, quizzes and resources.

The centre works in close partnership with local, regional and international artists to
develop artistic capabilities and content, push artistic boundaries and engage audiences.
Esplanade supports the creation of artistic content by commissioning and producing
new Singapore and Asian work for the international stage. It also develops technical
capabilities for the industry nationally.

Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay is operated by The Esplanade Co Ltd (TECL), which is a
not-for-profit organisation, a registered Charity and an Institution of a Public Character.
TECL received the Charity Governance Award — Special Commendation for Clarity of
Strategy in 2016 and 2022, the Charity Transparency Award from 2016 — 2023, and the
Charity Transparency Dedication Award in 2024. Esplanade is Singapore’s first
Dementia-Friendly Arts Venue and a certified Dementia Go-To Point, as well as a
guide/assistance dog friendly centre.

TECL receives funding support from Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and its
Community Programmes are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board,

Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club.

Visit Esplanade.com for more information.

Board Members

Mr Lim Ming Yan (Chairman) Ms Lin Diaan-Yi

Ms Yvonne Tham (CEOQO) Mr Low Eng Teong

Ms Janet Ang Mr Daryl Neo

Mr Lee Eng Beng Ms Rahayu Buang

Ms Lee Huay Leng Ms Rika Sharma

Dr Lee Tung Jean Mr Shekaran Krishnan
Mr Lee Woon Shiu Mr Suhaimi Zainul Abidin
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AAPPAC

Association of Asia Pacific
Performing Art Centres
www.aappac.com
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FESTIVAL MESSAGE

In the early days of my career, | had a hard time describing my work to
my parents and relatives. With the job title “Programmer”, they inevitably
thought | was an IT guy. Over the years, | would find opportunities to
take them to performances and explain what | do. Today, my relatives
not only attend Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts, they are even more
anxious than | to be the first to hear about the line-up! If there was a
simple way to describe how this festival is put together, it is this: to
connect top-notch performances and themes with various groups of
people and their desires or needs. The 23rd edition of Huayi, held
from 7 — 16 Feb 2025, reinforces the festival’s tenet to have something
engaging and meaningful for everyone.

Ourtwo productions in the Esplanade Theatre will appeal to anyone who
loves a good story. Even though Lao She wrote the story of Rickshaw
Boy in the 1930s, modern day rickshaw boys are everywhere —
the ubiquitous food delivery guys on their bikes trying their best to
make a good and honest living. Arriving in Singapore on the back
of a hugely successful tour of major cities in China, Rickshaw Boy
is helmed by award-winning director Fang Xu. And in acclaimed
Taiwanese theatre company Greenray’s Human Condition VIII, the
main protagonist dreams of winning the lottery —isn’t that a wish many
people can identify with?

How does one stay active and mobile in the sunset years? What do
friendships—or the dearth of them—Ilook like? These are the themes
explored in the dance production Dance with Me by choreographer
Low Mei Yoke, recipient of the Cultural Medallion. These themes are
also explored in Last Luncheon, the solo play directed, written and
performed by Singapore theatre stalwart Alvin Chiam.

At a time where Al is poised to take over the world, traditions and how
to keep them relevant are explored in three riveting music productions
What is Qin by Zi De Gugin Studio of China, The Temple of Resonance



by Taiwan’s Uni Percussion, and The Heart of Jun: Memoirs of Zhaojun
by Singapore nanyin ensemble Siong Leng Musical Association in
collaboration with Taiwanese director Lee Yi Hsiu.

Songwriters are the poets of everyday life. Huayi 2025’s in::music
platform presents a bumper crop of excellent songwriters, beginning
with Taiwan’s Golden Melody Award winner and indie darling ANPU,
followed by Hong Kong’s Yoyo Sham, Taiwan’s GoodBand and
Singapore’s Boon Hui Lu.

As for the little ones, don’t they love to be able to indulge to their
hearts’ content in sweets, gummies and chocolates? Adapted from
the tale of Hansel and Gretel, Candy House in the Mountain by
Bon Appétit Theatre of Taiwan is a fusion of storytelling and foley.
This production encourages children to listen to the Chinese language
and the many sound effects, as well as to activate their imagination.
Another storyteller who will have audiences eating out of the palm
of her hand is Malaysian artist Cheryl Lee, well known across the
Causeway for her hilarious brand of Cantonese stand-up comedy.

Aside from a wide spectrum of works that will move you deeply or
have you rolling with laughter, Huayi also seeks to put the ‘festive’
in festival’. Held during the Chinese New Year period every year,
it gives us an opportunity to wish everyone who comes to Esplanade
for the festival a bounteous year ahead, filled with luck, good health
and prosperity. As producers and programmers behind the festival, we
set the stage for celebration.

Our heartfelt thanks also go to our Principal Sponsor Knife Cooking
Oil, Supporting Sponsor Berries B 778 and Supporter Polar Premium
Drinking Water.

Happy Year of the Snake!

Delvin Lee
Senior Producer, The Esplanade Co Ltd
Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts



PRINCIPAL SPONSOR MESSAGE

Knife brand is a household name in Singapore that is synonymous with
wholesome family cooking since 1948. With its unique peanut aroma
and proprietary blend, Knife brand cooking oil is a perfect cooking aid
that brings the family together over the dining table throughout the
festive period.

As part of our continuous support for the arts and culture,
Lam Soon’s Knife brand is proud continue our longstanding support
with The Esplanade and Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts, as the
Principal Sponsor for 7 consecutive years running. We hope you will
enjoy the festival this year.

We wish you and your family Happiness and Prosperity in the year
of Snake.

2 Ly

Mr. Whang Shang Ying
Executive Chairman
Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

The name “Xiangzi” (#¥F) carries meanings of loyalty, luck,
auspiciousness and success. Since Lao She’s creation of Rickshaw
Boy (or literally Camel Xiangzi) near a hundred years ago, “Xiangzi”
has almost become a symbol of simplicity and honesty. Adding
“Camel” to his name highlights his quiet determination and strong-
willed nature. He may seem naive and hasty, but this very innocence
makes him endearing and heart-wrenching. While the harrowing
story of a rickshaw puller may feel distant to today’s audience, the
emotional journey of Xiangzi—his ideals clashing with the reality,
his confusion and disillusionment — continues to resonate deeply.
Through the tireless efforts of our creative team, we hope to breathe

new life into this near-hundred-years-old literary classic on the modern

Chinese stage.

Fang Xu




SYNOPSIS

Set in Republican-era Beijing, this is the story
of a rickshaw puller named Xiangzi, whose
life is marked by ups and downs. An ambitious
young man from the countryside, Xiangzi
arrives in the city dreaming of building a
better life through hard work. With relentless
dedication, he finally saves enough to buy
a rickshaw of his own. Just as he plans to
continue working towards a brighter future,
fate begins to deal him blow after blow.
As hardships mount, Xiangzi fights valiantly
but ultimately succumbs to despair.

(2hrs 50mins, including 20mins intermission)
Performed in Mandarin, with English and
Chinese surtitles.

Recommended for ages 12 and above.




ABOUT
LAO SHE

Author of the original story

Lao She (1899-1966), born Shu Qingchun (with She Yu as his
courtesy name), was of Manchurian descent. His family, part of the
Sumuru clan of the Plain Red Banner, originally hailed from Liaoyang,
Liaoning Province. Also known by pen names such as Jieqing,
Honglai and Feiwo, Lao was a renowned modern Chinese novelist
and playwright who earned the title of “People’s Artist”.

Prolific and versatile, his works range from novels and essays to plays
and quyi (a traditional performance art form). His major works include
the novels Rickshaw Boy and Four Generations Under One Roof,
short stories like Crescent Moon and This Life of Mine, plays such as
Tea House and Dragon Beard Ditch, and other essay collections like
A Sea of Cherry Blossom (Yinghai Ji) and Lucky Star (Fuxing Ji).

Focusing on the daily lives of Beijing citizens, Lao She captured
the social changes of China from the late Qing Dynasty through
the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. His humorous
and accessible style, marked by simple language and harmonious
rhythms, left a profound impact on both literature and theatre.
Many of his works have been translated internationally, contributing
significantly to the development of Chinese cultural exchange.




ABOUT
BEIJING ARTISTS MANAGEMENT

CORP,, LTD

Founded in 1958, Beijing Performance Arts Group Co., Ltd. is one of
the most influential and largest cultural performance organisations
in Beijing. With its expertise in planning, production, and execution,
it has created numerous stage masterpieces such as Rickshaw
Boy, Lao She Goes to the Market, Monsters in the Forbidden City,
Canal 1935, etc., and has won numerous major drama awards
in China.

Beijing Artists Management Corp. Ltd is also supported by Beijing Culture and Arts Foundation




ABOUT
PLAYWRIGHT/DIRECTOR/ACTOR

Fang Xu

Vice Chairman of Beijing Theatre’ Association,
a graduate of the Directing Department of
the Central Academy of Drama (Directing),
is a multi-talented writer, director, and actor.
Since 2011, he has adapted many of Lao She
works into plays, earning the title of Lao She’s
specialist. Fang has developed a distinctive
daxieyi(expressive and spontaneous)Peking-
style theatre, offering a fresh perspective on
Lao She’s legacy. His notable works include

The Life of Mine, MrMa and Son, Heaven Sent
(Niu Tianci) and Lao She Goes to the Market.
In addition to directing his own productions,
Fang collaborates with renowned theatre
groups, such as the Lin Zhaohua Theatre
Studio, the National Theatre Company of
China, and the Beijing People’s Art Theatre.




ABOUT
LITERARY ADVISOR

Shu Ji

As the eldest daughter of Lao She, Shu Ji has
edited and published extensive collections
of her father’s existing and previously
unpublished works since 1978 after joining
the People’s Literature Publishing House
(PLPH)as adeputy editor. She has contributed
over ten prefaces, forwords and afterwords
for these publications of Lao She’s works.
In 1999, she became the director of the Lao
She Memorial Hall.

ABOUT
THE ARTISTIC ADVISOR

Sigin Gaowa

Most well known for her role of Tigress in Ling
Zifeng’s acclaimed 1982 film adaptation of
Rickshaw Boy, Siqgin Gaowa is an acclaimed
actress who has received numerous national
and international awards. For her role as
Tigress, she was awarded Best Actress
award at the 3rd Golden Rooster Awards
and the 6th Hundred Flowers Awards. Other
awards include Best Actress at the Hong
Kong Film Awards, the Golden Bear Award
at Berlin International Film Festival and the
Flying Apsaras-Special Performance Award.
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Xu Xingbo
.as Xiangzi (Young)

< Xingbo is a young actor, military veteran, and

cultural ambassador for the China Juvenile

" Children Culture Art Foundation. Ranked

in the top 8 of Xingguang Dadao Fall 2023,
and has starred in productions like Rickshaw
Boy, Heaven Sent, Soldier’s Heart, Better
Have Nothing than lllness, and Jinmen
Grand Hotel.

Ma Xike
as Xiangzi (Middle aged)

A graduate of the Central Academy of Drama
(Acting Department), Xike’s stage works
include Li Lei and Han Meimei, Go Away
Mr. Tumor, Love Is Just a Breeze, In the
Penal Colony, and Zhong Kui Marrying
Off His Sister and children’s theatre show
The Tin Toy Adventure.

Fang Xu
as Xiangzi (Old)

A graduate from the Directing Department of
the Central Academy of Drama (Directing). He
is a playwright, director and actor. His acting
works include The Life of Mine, Lao She

Goes To The Market, Rickshaw Boy, Mr Ma .

and Son, Heaven Sent (Niu Tianci) and more.

i.: 2 o

10



- Zhao Zhen

" as Tigeress (Hu Niu)

2 A graduate of Beijing Opera and Arts Collage

“and the Directing Department of the Central

“" Academy of Drama, Zhao Zhen is a National

- and immersive theatre work Detective Zhao
Gan’e

Class-A Actor, performer, and director at the
China Ping Opera Theatre. Notable works
include Heaven Sent, Rickshaw Boy, Gaba
Cai of Love, and Jinmen Grand Hotel.

Sun Ning
as Liu Si Ye

A National Class-A Actor, Sun Ning has
been featured in stage productions such as
Rickshaw Boy and The Wilderness; Peking
Opera plays including Tea House, Dragon
Beard Ditch, and Four Generations Under
One Roof; television productions such as
Towards the Republic, Empresses in the
Palace, and The Message.

Ren Yuebin
as Xiao Fu Zi

A promising young actor, Yuebin has starred
in stage productions such as Heaven Sent,
Rickshaw Boy, West to East, Tianjin Grand
Hotel, Li Xiaohong, Comedy of Mismatches,

{1 i



. Qin Feng

¥ as Mr. Cao
A A graduate of the Central Academy of Drama,
~ Qin Feng is a leading actor in Rickshaw Boy

“and Heaven Sent, serving as an executive

director for these production as well. He is
currently a lecturer at Beijing Contemporary
Music Academy.

Jing Songtao

as Detective Sun

A graduate of the Shanghai Theatre Academy
(Acting Department). Television appearances
include Bright Star, Perfect Wedding, and
Razor. Stage works include Lao She’s
Short Stories, Heaven Sent, and Tianjin
Grand Hotel.

Li Jia
as Gao Ma

An actor at Beijing Children’s Theatre Li Jia’s
stage credits include Heaven Sent, Rickshaw
Boy, and 14 Days. Musical works include
Songs of the Silver Screen, West Side Story,
Miss Saigon, and Jekyll & Hyde.

12
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- Du Xiaotao

.+ 'as Feng Er Ye

“:' /A graduate of the National Academy of

¥ Chinese Theatre Arts (Acting Department),

¥ Xiaotao is currently working with Beijing

Quju Opera Troupe. A National Class-B
ActorNational Class-B Actor, his main
theatrical works include The Qin Residence,
Shichahai, Xishan Yanyu, Eight Coppers,
and Master of Martial Arts.

Yao Hetong
as Lao Yao

An actor and graduate of the China
Academy of Traditional Chinese Opera
(Acting Department)), Hetong has starred
in productions like Rickshaw Boy, Heaven
Sent, Shall | Compare You to a Spring Day,
and Four Generations Under One Roof.

Liu Xinran
as Yang Liu Er

Young actor and opera actor. Stage works
include: Lao She’s Short Stories, Heaven
Sent, etc. Peking Opera work: The Magic
of The White Snake. He also starred in TV

~series and films.

13 «
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“Zhai Kehan
S as Qiang Zi

A graduate of the China Academy of

Traditional Chinese Opera, Kehan has

performed in stage works such as Jinmen

Grand Hotel, Zhong Kui Marrying Off His
Sister, The Great Anhui Troupe, One Night,
One Life, February, and The Glimmering
Red Star.

Song Yuanyao
as Da Tou

Stage works include Heaven Sent, Rickshaw
Boy, The Ming Dynasty Underthe Microscope,
and The Drum Tower. As a director, Yuanyao
has worked on immersive productions
such as Fog Outing 4 and The Lizard Shot
‘Dead” by a Grey Gun. Film and television
credits include Happy Mitan, Pawnshop, and
The World is Not Fraudulent.

Wang Chen
as Xiao Wu

A graduate of the Shanghai Theatre
Academy, Wang Chen is a signed actor/
director with Mahua FunAge. Stage works
include Shear Madness Salon, Rickshaw
Boy, The Bathhouse, Three-Body, Dear

Elena, Detective Zhao Gan’e, and others. -

Director credits include Ch/cago Night and
The Andersen Code.
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CREATIVE AND PRODUCTION TEAM

;
1

Chen Qing
Co-Playwright

" Under the pen name Ah Ben, Chen Qing’s
works include plays such as In the Name of
the People, Lao She’s Short Stories, Heaven
Sent and Rickshaw Boy. Other works include
musical drama The Ark of Life, web series
Wan Chun Comedy Club, and television
drama Liu Yong Pursues the Case.

Zheng Jinqi
Stage and Prop Designer

Avyoung stage designer with over 40 theatrical
and cultural tourism works under his belt, Jinqi
is known for infusing stage visuals with strong
literary expression, balancing classical and
modern elements to create poetic aesthetics.

Lu Liang

Composer/Music Designer

Lu Liang is a composer at China Oriental
Performing Arts Group. Works include
television series A Dream of Splendour,
Serenade of Peaceful Joy, and The Story of
Minglan; the dance drama A Mere Touch of " W
Green; and the musical Nan Kong. S




Liu Zhao

- Lighting Designer

~ " As a designer, Liu Zhao has served as the

stage and lighting designer for German
choreographer Orkan Dann’s ballet The
Return of the Swallows (2016), seamlessly
integrating visuals with literary elements and
the choreographer’s creative vision. Other
credits also include The National Ballet of
China’s staging of La Bayadere, where his
visual presentation was lauded as the “best
ever’ by renowned choreographer Natalia
Makarova.

A Kuan

Costume Designer

A veteran stage costume designer, A Kuan
has contributed to over a hundred large-scale
productions and performance art shows,
including opera, dance, theatre, musicals,
dramas, acrobatics, martial arts, festivals,
international events, and more. Notable
involvements include the 2008 and 2012
Olympic ceremonies.

'i.




“Liu Lian

Makeup/Styling Designer

o Agraduate of the Central Academy of Drama’s

Stage Art Department, Liu Lian is currently a
makeup and styling designer at the National
Theatre of China.

Liu Xingcen
Multimedia Designer

Credits include the musical Dreamland
Revisited, the New Year Concert Octal:
A Love Letter to the Universe” by Zhongyueji,
and Dive into the Virtual World by Zuomeng
Records.

Zhou Tianzong
Sound Effects Designer

A graduate of the Communication University
of China, Tianzong has specialised in
audio production for over 30 years. He has
collaborated with director Fang Xu on theatre
productions, including This Life of Mine, Cat
Country, and Rickshaw Boy, amongst others.

'i



PRODUCTION CREDITS

Original Story Lao She

Literary Advisor Shu Ji

Artistic Director Sigin Gaowa

Chief Producer Guan Jixin
Playwright Fang Xu, Chen Qing
Director Fang Xu

Executive Director Zhao Zhen, Wang Lu, Qin Feng
Director Assistant Fang Yinan

Stage and Prop Designer Zheng Jinqi
Lighting Designer Liu Zhao

Costume Designer A Kuan, Li Yuduo

Makeup/Styling Designer Liu Lian
Composer/Music Designer  Lu Liang

Sound Effects Designer Zhou Tianzong

Choreographer Guo Xing

Key Visual Designer Li Jiuzhou

Technical Director Tian Yuanyuan

Stage Director Sun Ling

Producer Yang Cheng

Chief Production Supervisor Shi Zhenyu

Production Supervisor Yang Baixiang

Producer Pang Chong

Executive Producer Liu Jianpeng, Zhuang Jie, Han Xiaomei
Publicity Coordinators Li Mo, Tian Fangyuan, Li Xiaoyang

Supervising Organisation Beijing State-owned Assets
Management Co., Ltd.

Production Company Beijing Artists Management Co., Ltd.

Supporting Organisation Beijing Culture and Arts Foundation



H U AY| The Huayi Dialogues is a groundbreaking initiative
by Huayi Festival, curated by Singapore theatre

DIALOGUES artist Liu Xiaoyi. This platform brings together

Hosted by Liu Xiaoyi artists, cultural practitioners, and audiences

(Singapore) through a rich tapestry of lectures, panels and
discussion.

Reinterpreting Classics with
Fang Xu
(China)

A conversation that bridges the traditional with
the contemporary: celebrated Chinese playwright
and director Fang Xu, known as “Lao She’s
specialist”, will bring Beijing-style theatre to
Singapore—a place so distinct in language and
culture.

(1hr 30mins, no intermission)
Conducted in Mandarin.

8 Feb 2025, Sat, 4pm Ticket Price: $5*

A Esplanade Black Room BOOK NOW

Extraordinary Stories with
Wu Nien-jen
(Taiwan)

This is a conversation bridging film and theatre.
Acclaimed Taiwanese director, writer, and
screenwriter Wu Nien-jen will make his Singapore
debut with Greenray Theatre, presenting the
highly anticipated latest installment of the National
Drama series, Human Condition VIII.

(1hr 30mins, no intermission)
Conducted in Mandarin.

12 Feb 2025, Wed, 7.30pm Ticket Price: $5
Esplanade Recital Studio BOOK NOW

*Exclusive for Esplanade&Me members and Lianhe Zaobao Club members.



https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-extraordinary-stories-with-wu-nien-jen
https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-reinterpreting-classics-with-fang-xu

Long Time No See with
Edward Lam (Hong Kong)

This is a conversation bridging the past and the
future. It has been seven years since Edward
Lam last participated in Esplanade’s Huayi —
Chinese Festival of the Arts with Why We Chat.
For the world, these seven years have been
indescribably transformative. In ninety minutes,
Lam will piece together fragments of the past
seven years to create a bigger picture.

(2hrs, no intermission)

Conducted in Mandarin.

Ticket Price: $5*
14 Feb 2025, Fri, 7.30pm icket Price: $

Esplanade Black Room BOOK NOW

*Exclusive for Esplanade&Me members and Lianhe Zaobao Club members.

Panel Discussion:

No More Chinese Language Theatre?

Panelists: Ang Gey Pin, Jalyn Han, Koh Hui Ling, Delvin Lee and Corrie Tan
Hosted by Liu Xiaoyi (Singapore)

Is the Singapore Chinese language
theatre in decline—or on the verge of
transformation?

This compelling dialogue convenes

five distinguished voices from

Singapore’s theatre scene: Ang Gey

Pin, Jalyn Han, Koh Hui Ling, Delvin

Lee and Corrie Tan. Led by curator

and host Liu Xiaoyi, the panel will

critically examine the challenges, 15 Feb 2025, Sat, 5.30pm
possibilities, and evolving role of Esplanade Black Room
Chinese theatre in Singapore’s Free, pre-registration is required.
shifting cultural landscape.

(1hr 30mins, no intermission) REG'STER NOW

Conducted in Mandarin and English.



https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-long-time-no-see-with-edward-lam
https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-panel-discussion-no-more-chinese-language-theatre

8 OGs of Chinese Lit,
Reinvented ., cuevee it

“Having spent the greater part of
his life in Beijing, Lao She is famed
for the authentic dose of Beijing
dialect and cultural expressions in
his works, which bring grassroots
voices to life, accentuating the social
realities of the capital city.

His classic novel Rickshaw Boy (also
known as Camel Xiangzi) charts the
ups and downs of the eponymous
rickshaw puller Xiangzi, who dreams
of earning enough to buy his own
rickshaw through sheer hard work
and determination. However, his

ambition is repeatedly thwarted by
the warlord soldiers, officers from

the secret police and manipulative
individuals he encounters, eventually
pushing him into a downward spiral

of mental distress and physical
destruction.
Despite its historical specificity,

Lao She’s psychological portrait
of Xiangzi mirrors the aspiration
and desperation of contemporary
city-dwellers in the face of dream-
crushing realities.”

READ FULL ARTICLE:
https://www.esplanade.com/
offstage/arts/8-ogs-of-chinese-lit-
reinvented



https://www.esplanade.com/offstage/arts/8-ogs-of-chinese-lit-reinvented 
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https://www.esplanade.com/zh-CN/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-extraordinary-stories-with-wu-nien-jen
https://www.esplanade.com/zh-CN/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-reinterpreting-classics-with-fang-xu
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https://www.esplanade.com/zh-CN/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-long-time-no-see-with-edward-lam
https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/huayi-chinese-festival-of-arts/events/huayi-dialogues-panel-discussion-no-more-chinese-language-theatre

8 OGs of Chinese Lit,
Reinvented ., cuevee it

“Having spent the greater part of
his life in Beijing, Lao She is famed
for the authentic dose of Beijing
dialect and cultural expressions in
his works, which bring grassroots
voices to life, accentuating the social
realities of the capital city.

His classic novel Rickshaw Boy (also
known as Camel Xiangzi) charts the
ups and downs of the eponymous
rickshaw puller Xiangzi, who dreams
of earning enough to buy his own
rickshaw through sheer hard work
and determination. However, his

ambition is repeatedly thwarted by
the warlord soldiers, officers from

the secret police and manipulative
individuals he encounters, eventually
pushing him into a downward spiral

of mental distress and physical
destruction.
Despite its historical specificity,

Lao She’s psychological portrait
of Xiangzi mirrors the aspiration
and desperation of contemporary
city-dwellers in the face of dream-
crushing realities.”

READ FULL ARTICLE:
https://www.esplanade.com/
offstage/arts/8-ogs-of-chinese-lit-
reinvented



https://www.esplanade.com/offstage/arts/8-ogs-of-chinese-lit-reinvented 

https://www.esplanade.com/offstage/arts/8-ogs-of-chinese-lit-reinvented
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https://www.esplanade.com/offstage/arts/8-ogs-of-chinese-lit-reinvented

A
EY
25

[

7—16 Feb
— 2A7%16H

Y 600D

i
g
£
:
E

Princigal Spensor Supporting Sponsor Supgported By

PELAR
cerries)
ahk

o o #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere



9peue|dsa ¥

THANK YOU
FOR WATCHING

Help us make your next Esplanade
experience even better by taking a
moment to share your thoughts with us.

We look forward to creating more
wonderful memories with you soon.

Scan and do the survey now!

UEN: 1892062066 Information correct st tme of print.



“Li Liuyi is Asia’s most influential
stage artist in the new century.”
— Japanese contemporary theatre master Suzuki Tadashi

LM RAY N GHEGERE.
~ B AR K IR & 2 E 5 IR
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as Zhou Ping

Tickets from $38

Limited concessions available

¥ 5

WRITTEN BY

Cao Yu

Thunderst

Beijing Li
L

P w
F5

#

Lu Fang
as Lhou Fanyi

Liuyi Theatre Stu

#ﬂﬁ

A
F
2]

as Lhou Puyuan

LB TAEE(TE)

l as Lo Shiping

FAT
DIRECTED BY
Li Liuyi

lio (China)

28 — 30 Mar 2025
Fri & Sat, 7.30pm | Sun, 2pm | Esplanade Theatre

Esplanade&Me specials available
Join for free at esplanade.com/membership

Terms and conditions apply.

ﬂ 0 #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere

BOOK NOW

esplanade.com/thunderstorm

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.


http://Esplanade.com/thunderstorm

%\ da:ns focus
\ Ballet by the Bay
D vevee

"It's great entertainment
for children, parents and
ballet lovers alike"”

- South China Morning Post

bhbbd

"A feat of fevered
imagination”
- The Washington Post

Full of energy and excitement,

this fantastical ballet by one of L3
Asia’s premier ballet companies

is a whimsical reimagination of L‘
Lewis Carroll’s beloved tale. %

2hrs, including 20min intermission

e

FRI - SUN

»

¢
21 - 23 FEB 2025 [
ESPLANADE THEATRE

UEN: 199205206G Information correet at time of print. Photo credit: Dean Alexander, courtesy of Hong Kong Ballet

TICKETS FROM $28

*Limited concessions available
AEsplanade&Me specials available B O O K N Ow
Join for free at esplanade.com/membership esplanade.com/da ns

Terms and conditions apply.

Sponsor

- Hong Kong Economic and
@ Trade Office in Singapore

ﬂ 0 #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere


https://www.esplanade.com/en/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/dans-focus/events/alice-in-wonderland

Candida
Thompson
Director & Violin

Kian Soltani
Cello

“Soltani fills gracefully shaped
phrases with eloquent,
butterscotch-tinted cello sound.”

— Gramophone

11 Mar 2025, Tue, 7.30pm
Esplanade Concert Hall

Kian Soltaniand
Amsterdam Sinfonietta

(Austria/lran, Netherlands)

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS From $40
Haydn - Cello Concerto No. 1in C major, Hob. Viib/1 Limited concessions available
Schubert - Du bist die Ruh, D.776 Esplanade&Me specials available

. Join for free at esplanade.com/membership
William Walton - Sonata for Strings

(1hr 40mins, including 20min intermission) BO O K N OW

esplanade.com/classics

ﬁ G #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.


https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/classics/kian-soltani-and-amsterdam-sinfonietta

]y Merchon
THE,
LOST §
[BNIBIINIC
LIBRARY;

BY PUNCHDRUNK

opeue|dsa

ENRICHMENT
* 3 Kk K UK
‘GORGEOUSLY i
REALISED, PACKED
WITH FUN DETAILS f \

- THE STAGE \’-‘\, = :: ‘E
7 - 29 MAR 2025

VARIOUS TIMINGS & &
ESPLANADE BUACK ROOM

Where will your curiosity take you?

Uncover a world of stories in a mysterious travelling library, an immersive
theatre experience by award winning Punchdrunk Enrichment.

(55mins, no intermission)

(e, O

FROM $68~

Limited concessions available

AEsplanade&Me specials available BO O I( NOW

Join for free at esplanade.com/membership esplonade,com/morchon

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.

Terms and conditions apply.

Principal Sponsor Supporting Sponsor

Nalurel

ﬁ 0 #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere


https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/festivals/2025/march-on/events/the-lost-lending-library

ou

Your access to the arts starts with Esplanade&Me

olyapeuejdss

- Up to 20% savings on tickets and priority bookings and
early bird specials to festival and events at Esplanade

« Up to 20% savings on retail and dining specials at
Esplanade Mall and partners

- Exclusive invitations to events, workshops and tours

- Member referral incentives, Birthday privileges and more!

« Checkin at any of our free programmes, PIP's PLAYbox
and Jendela for rewards

PIP's Club
Gt |

Free to join Free upgrade when Free upgrade when Free for kids Free for ages Free for ages
you spend $500 you spend $1000 12 years & under 17 to 26 years 55 & above

Eﬁg Not a member yet? Join at
ﬁ}‘ﬁ esplanade.com/membership

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.

ﬂ 0 #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere


https://www.esplanade.com/get-involved/membership

Redeem a camping chair
(min $228 spend) or foldable
fan (min $8 spend) when you
dine, shop and have fun at
Esplanade Malll
Esplanade&Me members can
redeem the camping chair
with min $128 spend only.
What's more, scan your
receipts to enjoy tier
upgrades!

Not a member yet?
Join for free at esplanade.com/membership

£y B  Find out our latest
-. tenant offers!

“'22. = Huayi - Chinese Festival of Arts  MA<H | March On //;m‘«f A Date With Friends
ACAY 7 - 16 Feb 2025 u 14 - 23 Mar 2025 - 21 -23 Mar 2025

Find out more at esplanade.com

Terms and Conditions
The offer is valid from 13 Jan - 23 Mar 2025, subject to availability and while stocks last.
Spend min. $8 within one receipt to redeem a foldable fan. Limited to one redemption per receipt.
Spend min. $228 within three receipts to redeem a camping chair. Limited to one redemption per patron.
Esplanade&Me members spend min. $128 within three receipts to redeem a camping chair. Limited to one redemption per member.
Only valid receipt(s) from Esplanade Mall tenants can qualify for redemption
Gifts are available for redemption at Esplanade Box Office and Visitor Centre from 12pm to 8pm daily located at the Mezzanine level.
Other terms & conditions apply. Visit esplanade.com for full details.

-

ﬁ 0 #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere
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https://www.esplanade.com/visit-esplanade/esplanade-mall/happenings-and-promotions/fun-unfolds-at-esplanade
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Offstage

(14

Reading Offstage is one of the best things ever!

I devote all my free time to the videos, articles

apeue|dsa

and podcasts about music, dance, theatre, visual

arts... it is absolutely life-changing. Five stars.

2

Totally Anonymous Person

[whais not related to Offstage|

esplanade.com
joffstage

0 o #EsplanadeSG #WonderHere

UEMN: 109206206G Information correct at time of print.



Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks

to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and sponsors for
believing in our vision to be a performing arts centre for everyone.
They made all these possible!”

@ 4 231 ©I3.007-

activities took place at Esplanade. 737 Paid

3,809,486 Q%

People attended our activities at the centre. Participants

We believe that everyone

VY should be able to experience
Free r 7, 1 the joy of the arts, including

S ! children, youth, seniors, migrant
workers and individuals with

Paid 141 '565 special needs. Qur community

engagement activities bring the
arts to those in need.

“Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2023 1o Mar 2024

Your contribution* will make a difference.

On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you!

Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade.

Donate at www.esplanade.com/donate

To find out more, email us at donations@esplanade.com or speak with us at 6828 8321,

Esplanade is a charity and an Institution of a Public Character. Your donation to us is
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund. Please note that the prevailing
tax exemption scheme for donors and sponsors of Arts-Related Businesses will depend
on the qualifying criteria imposed by IRAS.



With Gratitude

Esplanade-Theatres on the Bay is a charity, a not-for-profit organisation and Singapore's national

performing arts centre.

We seek to entertain, engage, educate and inspire through the arts. We thank everyone who has
helped us bring positive impact to Singaporeans by supporting the arts and Esplanade.

Our heartfelt appreciation goes especially to our Donors and Sponsors, for their steadfast belief in
our mission and for their generous contributions.

DONORS AND SPONSORS
Abdur Rahman Adam Naina Mohd
Actually Pte Ltd

AETOS Holdings Pte Ltd

Allen & Overy LLP

Amy Ho

Andre Yeap

Ang Tze Siong

Annie Pek

Annie Yeo

Applied Materials South East Asia Pte Ltd
Asian Medical Foundation

Atek Engineering Pte Ltd

Benson Puah

Bernard Lim

BinjaiTree

BNP Paribas

Bowen Enterprises Pte Ltd

Bryan Halim

C.T. Chew Pte Ltd

Candice Greedy-Kefford

Capital Group Investment Management Pte Ltd
Carol Kwan Yin Wai

Cassy Huang

Catherine Ong

Chang Hung Mui

Chia Lai Kuan

Chong Siak Ching

Christine Ong

Chua Sock Koong

Chye Thiam Maintenance Pte Ltd
CLS International (1993) Pte Ltd
Creative Technology Ltd

Crescent Law Chambers LLC
Cross Ratio Entertainment

Daniel Teo Tong How

Daryl Neo

DES Foundation

Deborah Yao

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Desmond Wang

Diana Koh Fund

Don Chew

EFG Bank AG

Electronics & Engineering Pte Ltd
Embassy of France in Singapore
Embassy of ltaly in Singapore
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Singapore
Esmond Loon

Expand Construction Pte Ltd

Foo Yu Yet

Fort Sanctuary Pte Ltd

Fun Siew Leng

Geri Kan

Goh Swee Chen

Guthrie FMC Pte Ltd

Felicia Heng Puay Ee

High Commission of India, Singapore
Ho Bee Foundation

Hong Kong - Singapore Business Association
How's Catering

Huang Ching Ying

Hugo Advance Network Pte Ltd
Hwang Yee Cheau

Janet Ang

Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry Singapore Foundation

Jean Yip Salon Pte Ltd
Jeann Low

Jennifer Lee

Joyce A.Tan

Kelly See

Kenneth Kan

Keppel Care Foundation Limited
Kher Ai Ming

Kim Suk Hyun

Kris Foundation

Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd
Laura Hwang



LCH Insurance Brokers Pte Ltd
Lee Eng Beng

Lee Huay Leng

Lee Joon Pun

Lee Li-ming

Lee TzuYang

Lee Woon Shiu

Lilian Ko Kim Choo

Lily Low

Lim Him Chuan

Lirn Ming Yan

Lin Diaan-Yi & Tom Donnelly
Loh Yik Hin

Loo Leong Peow

Loo Wai Kheong

Low Sze Gin

Lucinda Seah

Makansutra Gluttons Bay
Malabar Gold & Diamonds Pte Ltd
Marcel & Melissa Xu

Mary Ann Tsao

Matthew Teng

Nina Tan

Ong Soh Chin

Ong Su-Chzeng

Patek Philippe SEA/ GMT Singapore
Patrick Tseng

Paul Tseng & Elyn Wong
Peter Chew

Poon Wai Hong

Quak Hiang Whai

Rachelle Tan

Ravindran S/0 Sivalingam

Raymundo AYu

Rebecca Huang

Red House at Marina Bay Pte Ltd
Rohan Chandhok

Sara Joan Fang

Saurav Jain

Saw Wei Jie

See Tho Keng Leong
Seow Ai Wee

Shekaran Krishnan

Shell Singapore

Sim Hwee Cher

Singtel

SISTIC

Straits Chinese Nonya Restaurant Pte Ltd
Suhaimi Zainul Abidin
Suvai Foods Pte Ltd

Tan Chin Tuan Foundation
Tan Wei Ming

The Silent Foundation
Total Solution Marketing
Tridente Automobili Pte Ltd
U.S. Embassy, Singapore
Vermala K Rajamanickam
Vivian Chua

V.K. Rajah

William & Mavis Tok
Winson Lay Chee Loong
Woh Hup (Private) Limited
Yap Chee Meng

Yvonne Tham

Zhang Xinyue

The above are donors and sponsors who contributed $1000 and above from April 2023 — March 2024.

Join us in sharing the joy of the arts and help us reach more [=]

communities in need.

We believe that an experience with the arts is special and that with your generous
support, more people will get a chance to enjoy the arts. Join us in sharing the joy
of the arts and help us reach more communities in need. E

e

Esplanade also receives grants from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, as well as support for our
Community Programmes from the Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club.




Gift a Seat

Inspire the future

Imagination, empathy, creativity —the arts both embody and
inspire these human qualities that help us make a better future
for ourselves, our families or even society.

apeue|dsa ¥

Your donation opens up opportunities for young people
to experience and be inspired by the arts.

It also supports the aspirations of emerging Singapore artists
as they create and express their vision for the future.

orrect at tima of print.

—— | In appreciation of your donation:

Seat plaque acknowledgement for the next ten years
Donor acknowledgement on Donors Wall in Esplanade
Invitation to receive Esplanade&Me Black Card

[
-
-
» Full tax deduction of donation amount

UEN: 1992052066 Infoﬂrl
\

esplanade.com/giftaseat
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https://www.esplanade.com/support-the-arts/donate-and-sponsor/donate/gift-a-seat
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Knife is proud to be the Principal Sponsor of Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts 2025
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Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts 2025
is made possible with the generous support of:

21520251 IR LU T BB RO R IBE B2 B -

Principal Sponsor

Lam Soon Singapore

Supporting Sponsor

berries

ERZES

Berries World of Learning School

Supported By

P®LAR

Field Catering & Supplies Pte Ltd

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.
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