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Chi Udaka
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Presents

Kalaa Utsavam
Indian Festival of Arts



About Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay

Esplanade is Singapore’s national performing arts centre. It hosts a year-round line-up of about 3,500 
live performances and activities presented by Esplanade, its partners and hirers. As an arts centre for 
everyone, Esplanade also creates opportunities for seniors, youth, children and underserved 
communities to experience the arts. More than 70% of the shows that take place each year at the 
centre are free for all to enjoy. 

Esplanade also brings the arts virtually to audiences in Singapore and beyond, through its diverse 
range of digital programmes on Esplanade Offstage, an all-access backstage pass to the performing 
arts and guide to Singapore and Asian arts and culture, with videos, podcasts, articles, quizzes and 
resources. 

The centre works in close partnership with local, regional and international artists to develop artistic 
capabilities and content, push artistic boundaries and engage audiences. Esplanade supports the 
creation of artistic content by commissioning and producing new Singapore and Asian work for the 
international stage. It also develops technical capabilities for the industry nationally. 

Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay is operated by The Esplanade Co Ltd (TECL), which is a not-for-pro�t 
organisation, a registered Charity and an Institution of a Public Character. The Charity Council 
awarded TECL the Charity Governance Award – Special Commendation for Clarity of Strategy in 2016 
and 2022, and the Charity Transparency Award from 2016 – 2023. Esplanade is Singapore’s �rst 
Dementia-Friendly Arts Venue and a certi�ed Dementia Go-To Point, as well as a guide/assistance 
dog friendly centre.

TECL receives funding support from Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and its Community 
Programmes are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and 
Singapore Turf Club. 

Visit Esplanade.com for more information. 
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1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981   Tel: 6828 8222   Fax: 6337 3633
Customer Service Hotline: 6828 8377   SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555

EsplanadeSingapore
#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

Board Members
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Association of Asia Pacific 
Performing Art Centres
www.aappac.com
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Ms Lin Diaan-Yi
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From 15 – 24 Nov 2024, Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay welcomes you to 
Kalaa Utsavam – Indian Festival of Arts, a celebration of the rich tapestry of 
Indian arts and culture. Each year, we gather to honour timeless traditions 
that have shaped our heritage while embracing the vibrant and contemporary 
expressions of today. Embracing a global perspective, this year’s Kalaa 
Utsavam weaves together artistic excellence and the thrill of discovery, 
offering performances from different countries designed to touch the heart 
and ignite the imagination.
 
An Esplanade co-production and highlight of the festival, renowned 
choreographer and dancer Akram Khan’s GIGENIS – the generation of the 
Earth makes its exclusive Asian stop in Singapore. Performing alongside 
Akram, this production brings together different Indian dance forms and 
some of its finest performers from three continents. Following its world 
premiere in France in August 2024, it will also tour London and New York. 
GIGENIS shines a spotlight on the enduring resonance of tradition in a rapidly 
changing world.
 
For younger audiences, Ranga Shankara’s AHA! Theatre for Children’s puppetry 
production of Old Man and The Sea breathes new life into Hemingway’s timeless 
story of human endurance and dignity in the face of life’s inevitable struggles.
 
Kalaa Utsavam also features artists and productions that reflect the rich 
cultural exchange between India and the world. Bollywood fans are in for an 
unparalleled performance from legendary playback singer Shaan, while the 
genre-blending sounds of The F16s from Chennai and the fusion of Indian 
classical dance with Japanese Taiko drumming in Chi Udaka by Taikoz and 
Lingalayam Dance Company from Australia showcase the ever-evolving 
landscape of Indian art on the world stage.
 

Festival Producer’s Message
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Comedy lovers can expect an evening of laughter and sharp wit, with Tamil 
comedians Jagan Krishnan and Vikkals Vikram who will perform for the first 
time as a double bill, while music fans will be captivated by Sam Vishal and 
friends’ soulful melodies. This year, we are particularly excited to present 
Ramana Balachandhran, a veena prodigy whose mesmerising performances 
are sure to leave a lasting impression. Singapore’s very own RaghaJazz will 
celebrate their 15th anniversary with their innovative fusion of jazz and Indian 
classical music, making their performance of Tidal Streams a must-see.
 
Our literary offerings include Train to Pakistan, a gripping co-production 
with HuM Theatre based on Khushwant Singh’s novel, and Living Ancestor 
by ArunDitha, SISTRUM & Beatroot Ensemble feat. Mohamed Noor and 
Munir Alsagoff, an experiential performance that promises to be as thought-
provoking as it is engaging.
 
In addition to our ticketed events, Kalaa Utsavam offers a vibrant array of 
free programmes, including workshops and roving performances that make 
the festival accessible to all.
 
We would like to thank Principal Sponsors High Commission of India and 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds for their generous support of the festival.
 
We extend our deepest gratitude to each and every one of you for being part 
of Kalaa Utsavam 2024. Your presence, passion for the arts, and support are 
what make this festival truly special. Let’s create memories that will remain 
long after the curtain falls.
 
V M Sai Akileshwar
Producer
The Esplanade Co Ltd 
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Directors’ Message

We are thrilled to bring our exquisite production, Chi Udaka, to Singapore 
and present it on the world stage at Kalaa Utsavam 2024 at the beautiful 
Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay. 
  
It was around 2010 that I approached Ian Cleworth, Artistic Director of 
Taikoz, regarding a possible collaboration between Taikoz, Riley Lee and 
Lingalayam. After passing the initial bewilderment of trying to fathom how 
classical Indian dance and taiko drums would coalesce, extensive creative 
development followed and eventually Chi Udaka emerged to have its premiere 
at the 2014 Sydney Festival, to magnificent reviews. 
  
In 2016, Chi Udaka embarked on a highly successful Australian National Tour 
and an International tour to India, followed by Asia TOPA in 2020. But the 
icing on the cake was an invitation to present a season at the Sydney Opera 
House Drama Theatre to celebrate the Opera House’s 50th Anniversary in 
October 2023. 
  
It was to the opening night of the Sydney Opera House season that Rajeswari 
Ramachandran, Producer at Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay, flew in to see 
Chi Udaka and to our absolute delight, the invitation to perform at this year’s 
Kalaa Utsavam followed! 
  
Chi (earth) and Udaka (water) unites the dynamic taiko drums of Taikoz, 
Riley Lee’s elegant shakuhachi flute, John Napier’s singing cello, and the 
moving Carnatic vocals of Namrata Pulapaka with the refined classical Indian 
dance idiom of Lingalayam. This exquisite work of dance and music reflects 
the traditional elements of solidity, fluidity and differentiation that shape and 
form the world, creating constant forces of movement vocabulary. 
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A perfect partnership between two mirror companies, whose very practice 
of music and dance thoroughly steeped in its traditional roots has emerged 
with a new voice. This refreshed language respectfully acknowledges and 
encompasses the land of its birth but resonates with a truth that has found a 
rebirth within the multi-faceted cultures of Australia. 
  
Chi Udaka is a work of legacy, integrity and joy, which we are thrilled to share 
with you. Thank you for your presence as we celebrate this Indian festival of 
arts together. 
 
Warmly, 
Anandavalli 
Artistic Director Lingalayam Dance Company 
  
Ian Cleworth  
Artistic Director Taikoz | Percussion Australia 
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Chi, the Japanese word for earth and udaka, the Sanskrit word for water, are 
the traditional elements of solidity, fluidity and differentiation that shape and 
form the world, creating constant forces of movement. Taiko is commonly 
associated with earth: connected to the philosophy of Shintoism, it aligns with 
the natural forces of nature and the resonating tones of a matrix of vibrating 
sounds. The strong stances of taiko players, which gives them a low center of 
gravity, reflects a link to the earth, while a similar metaphor in Indian mythology 
portrays the sensuous vibration of the ethereal movements of apsaras (the 
celestial water nymphs) as the epitome of the perfect dancer. Thus, earth 
and water form the core theme of this collaborative partnership, where 
separate entities are constructed and transformed, creating a kaleidoscope of 
aural-visual energy, which can be identified as moving configurations. These 
constantly changing formations make the lines and shapes of the movement 
vocabulary that synthesise to form music in dance, and dance in music.  From 
the breath of a faint breeze in the cool of the morning to the intensity of 
the noonday sun, Chi Udaka celebrates life as experienced in the course of a 
single day. 

Chi: Earth (Japanese) 

Udaka: Water (Sanskrit)
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SCENE 1
Before Dawn | The Courtyard 

SCENE 2
Dawn | Thath-Dith-Thom-Nom

SCENE 3
Early Morning | Entrance Of The Water Nymphs 
(Thath-Dith-Thom-Nom 2)

SCENE 4
Mid-morning | Cascading Waterfall

SCENE 5
Afternoon | Puriya Dhanashree

SCENE 6
Dusk | Of The Fields

SCENE 7
Night | Misra

SCENE 8
Midnight | The Love-filled Hearts Merged

(1hr 25mins,  
no intermission)
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The Creatives
DIRECTION	 Ian Cleworth, Anandavalli & 

	 Tom Royce-Hampton

CHOREOGRAPHY	 Anandavalli

COMPOSITION	 Ian Cleworth, Riley Lee, John Napier, 
	 Namrata Pulapaka & John Cleworth

DRAMATURGY	 Tom Royce-Hampton

TAIKOZ CHOREOGRAPHY	 Anton Lock

STAGE DESIGN	 Bart Groen 

LIGHTING DESIGN	 Roderick van Gelder

ANIMATION	 Bartek Reszelski

COSTUME DESIGN TAIKOZ	 Alissa Bruce

COSTUME DESIGN LINGALAYAM	 Anandavalli

PRODUCER	 Lee McIver

The Performers
SOLOISTS

Riley Lee, shakuhachi
John Napier, cello
Namrata Pulapaka, voice

TAIKOZ

Ian Cleworth (Artistic Director)
Ryuji Hamada 
Kerryn Joyce
Anton Lock
Nerida Wu

LINGALAYAM

Anandavalli (Artistic Director) 
Ritika Ramaswamy
Vineetha Menon
Brindha Srinivasan
Aruthy Kumanan
Dhanya Karthikeyan
Aditi Manoharan
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About Taikoz
Ian Cleworth and Riley Lee formed Taikoz in 1997. Over the past twenty-six 
years, the group has developed a wide and original repertoire of works and 
productions that has seen them perform on the stages of Australia’s finest 
concert halls, in the theatres of regional Australia, and in leading theatres 
and concert halls worldwide. Taikoz has performed in Japan, Paris, Bangkok, 
Taiwan, Abu Dhabi, and the USA where the ensemble headlined the Taiko 
Nation concerts at the 2014 World Taiko Gathering in Los Angeles. Most 
recently, Taikoz toured India, receiving much critical acclaim for Chi Udaka, 
their collaboration with Lingalayam Dance Company. 

Esteemed collaborators include composers Sandy Evans, Lachlan Skipworth, 
Gerard Brophy, Andrea Molino and Michael Askill, and artists as diverse as 
John Bell and the Bell Shakespeare Company, taiko greats Eitetsu Hayashi, 
Yoshikazu Fujimoto, Chieko Kojima and Kaoru Watanabe, the Sydney 
Improvisers Composers Kollektiv Orchestra, First Nations Artist Waangenga 
Blanco, art-music ensembles Synergy Percussion and Ensemble Offspring, as 
well as distinguished choreographers Meryl Tankard and Anandavalli. The 
group has also collaborated with Kodo on a nation-wide tour of Australia.

Taikoz has appeared in concerto works that include 13 performances of 
Maki Ishii’s ground-breaking Mono-prism, Gerard Brophy’s Book of Clouds 
and Andrea Molino’s multi-media Winners, which premiered at the Brisbane 
Festival and the Pompidou Centre in Paris. Collaborating orchestras are the 
Sydney, Melbourne, West Australian and Queensland Symphony Orchestras, 
as well as the Dresden Sinfoniker in Europe. Most recently, Taikoz, Riley 
Lee and Kaoru Watanabe were featured soloists with the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, performing their own works in arrangements for the ensemble and 
orchestra, culminating in a newly commissioned work by Lachlan Skipworth, 
The Breath of Thunder.
 
In 2016, co-founders Ian and Riley were both awarded the Japanese Foreign 
Minister’s Commendation for their contributions towards promoting 
friendship and goodwill between Australia and Japan.
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About Lingalayam
“….one of Australia’s cultural treasures.” – Diana Simmonds

Lingalayam is an Australian arts organisation whose focus is the nurturing and 
strengthening of the appreciation and knowledge of Indian culture through art 
works of traditional genesis, presented in the context of our contemporary 
society’s cultural tapestry. 

The Dance Company was established in 1996 as a permanent base for the 
graduates of the Academy (founded in 1986), whose aim was to become 
proficient and professional in this ancient art form. 

Strongly emotive and visually compelling, Lingalayam’s creative body of work 
incorporates dance, live-music, text and design, and is created and performed 
by artists of world-class standing. The Lingalayam repertoire draws from the 
ancient dance forms of bharathanatyam and kKuchipudi, and is directed by 
legendary guru-dancer, choreographer, teacher and musician, Anandavalli. 

As a central focus, the work of Anandavalli and the artists of Lingalayam 
express the unique role of women and dance in ancient India. These feminine 
themes are explored through vibrant Indian mythology to unveil both the 
universal and specific strengths of women. This is named and celebrated as 
Shakthi and is a vital basis for the content of many of Lingalayam’s creative 
works. 

Over the past decade, Lingalayam has been fortunate to collaborate with 
artists of international repute. These experiences have challenged and 
enhanced the artistic practise within the company while expanding their 
horizons.
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Biographies
IAN CLEWORTH
Taikoz Artistic Director | Composer | Performer

Ian co-founded Taikoz in 1997 and has been the ensemble’s Artistic Director 
since. In 2005, he became full-time with the group after having spent 20 years 
as Principal Percussionist with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and 16 years 
with the percussion group Synergy. Ian is a performer, composer and teacher, 
and as a member of Taikoz has collaborated with and composed works for 
the ensemble and artists as diverse as John Bell and the Bell Shakespeare 
Company, taiko great Eitetsu Hayashi, koto virtuosi Kazue Sawai and Satsuki 
Odamura, and choreographers Meryl Tankard and Anandavalli. In the 1980s, 
Ian learnt taiko with Sen Amano of Yamanashi Prefecture, followed nearly 
two decades later by tutorship from Eitetsu Hayashi. In 2007, Ian received 
the APRA-AMC Classical Music Award for Long-term Contribution for the 
Advancement Of Australian Music.

ANANDAVALLI 
Lingalayam Artistic Director | Choreographer | Performer

Anandavalli is a veteran classical Indian dancer with an international career 
spanning over 45 years. Born in Sri Lanka, she performed as a young prodigy 
across India and Europe under the tutelage of dance luminaries from both 
the East and the West.

In 1985 she migrated to Australia and founded Lingalayam Dance Company. 
Lingalayam’s work incorporates dance, live music, text and design. The 
company’s central focus is to express the timeless, unique role of women 
and dance in our society.

Through a series of innovative, national and international collaborative 
partnerships, today Lingalayam’s choreographic vocabulary far transcends the 
boundaries of its original performative paradigms, and presents contemporary 
work founded on its classical origins.
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RILEY LEE 
Shakuhachi Soloist | Composer

Riley began playing the shakuhachi in Japan in 1971 under the guidance of 
Ichizan Hoshida II, Chikuho Sakai II and Katsuya Yokoyama. In the early 
1970s, he became the first ever non-Japanese professional taiko player, as an 
original member of Sado no Kuni Ondekoza. In 1980, he also became the first 
non-Japanese to attain Grand Master (dai shihan) rank in shakuhachi.  Riley has 
a PhD in ethnomusicology from Sydney University and a BA and MA in music 
from the University of Hawaii. He has made over 50 recordings, which are 
distributed worldwide. He was a Research Fellow at Osaka University from 
1988 to 1989, and was a Visiting Fellow at Princeton University in 2006, 2009, 
2011, 2014 and 2016, lecturing in the Comparative Literature and Music 
Departments. Riley co-founded Taikoz with Ian Cleworth in 1997.

JOHN NAPIER 
Cello Soloist | Composer

John graduated from the Queensland Conservatorium of Music with 
the Medal for Excellence in 1983. A colourful performing career, ranging 
from international festivals to Darlinghurst squats, included groups such as 
Southern Crossings, the Mambologists and Sangam. In 1990, he began study 
of Indian classical music, taking the guidance of the late Pandit Ashok Roy.  He 
has worked since then in a range of performances involving Indian musicians 
whilst continuing to work in other improvised genres and in classical music. 
These activities fed into postgraduate studies in ethnomusicology and 
eventually a role in educating young musicians at a tertiary level. He has 
just completed a twelve-year study of the epic performance traditions of 
beggar musicians in Rajasthan. The results of this work are found in his book, 
They Sing the Wedding of God. He is a Senior Lecturer in Musicology at the 
University of New South Wales and continues to perform regularly.
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NAMRATA PULAPAKA 
Vocal Soloist | Composer

Namrata is a distinguished Indian classical vocalist from Sydney, with years 
of training in Carnatic music. She has performed at several major festivals 
including the Sydney Festival, Biennale of Sydney, Swaralaya Music Festival and 
more. She is a graded artiste of the prestigious All India Radio and regularly 
presents vocal concerts in Australia and India. Passionate about preserving 
and promoting Indian musical heritage, Namrata teaches music to several 
students, and is a key member of Sanmarga Arts which promotes Carnatic 
music among the youth of Australia. A trained bharatanatyam dancer herself, 
she often composes and provides live vocal accompaniment to classical Indian 
dance shows. 

TOM ROYCE-HAMPTON 
Dramaturg

Tom Royce-Hampton is an actor, musician and physical theatre performer 
based in Sydney. Beginning as a classically trained musician, he completed a 
Bachelor of Music Performance at the Victorian College of the Arts School 
of Music, majoring in percussion. Tom joined Taikoz in 2007 and with them 
has worked with numerous major artists and companies, and created and 
directed performances in Australia and overseas. He has travelled extensively 
to Japan to study with traditional masters of various styles of wadaiko and 
dance. Tom has also completed an Advanced Diploma of Performing Arts 
(Acting) at Actors Centre Australia working with such directors as Anthony 
Skuse, Cristobel Sved and George Ogilvie. A large focus on movement and 
character studies has seen Tom develop a strong physical language and a 
fascination in the ability for story-telling to reside in the body.
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ANTON LOCK 
Taikoz Choreography 

Since graduating from the Conservatorium of Music High School Sydney 
in 2003, Anton has pursued a successful and diverse professional musical 
career. In 2004, he became a full-time performing member of the renowned 
Australia-based taiko drumming group Taikoz, where as a young performer 
he was privileged to study under both Ian Cleworth and Riley Lee developing 
skills in performance, musical direction, live production and movement. 
These skills came to fruition through the many noteworthy collaborations 
and projects that followed including Meryl Tankard, The Bell Shakespeare 
Company, Kodo, Eitetsu Hayashi, and The Sydney Symphony Orchestra, as 
well as five national Australian tours, three regional Australian tours, and 
performing all across the globe in places including The Japanese National 
Theatre, The Pompidou Centre Paris, and the Sydney Opera House. In 
2019, Anton was invited to join the esteemed Cirque Du Soleil company 
as a performing member, where he toured with the Kurios show, taking his 
performance career to another level.
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-pro�t organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

Help us make your next Esplanade 
experience even better by taking a 

moment to share your thoughts with us.

We look forward to creating more 
wonderful memories with you soon.

Scan and do the survey now!

THANK YOU

FOR WATCHING
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-pro�t organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

This production is presented as part of da:ns focus – Out of Site.

Principal SponsorWith The Support Of

^Esplanade&Me Specials available
Black & White: 15% savings
Discover: 10% savings (min. 2 tickets)

Not a member yet? Join for free at www.esplanade.com/membership
SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 / Group Booking: 6828 8389 or email boxoffice@esplanade.com. 
Admission age: 6 and above. Ticket prices exclude SISTIC fees. Terms and conditions apply.

BOOK NOW esplanade.com/dans

Corps
extrêmes
Rachid Ouramdane /
Compagnie de Chaillot
(France)

6 & 7 Dec 2024
Fri & Sat, 8pm, Esplanade Theatre

$40*, $60^, $80^
*Limited concessions: $32

“It’s riveting and 
rather wonderful, 

full of athletic glory.”
– The Guardian

Esplanade
Presents

da:ns



THE SPIRIT OF 
CHRISTMAS

MORNING STAR:

by The Gesualdo Six (UK)

Experience timeless Christmas magic with The Gesualdo Six, blending centuries-old 
carols and modern gems in this stunning concert.

“Pure in tone, intonation impeccable...
with precision and fluency, every line of polyphony audible.”

– Gramophone

6 Dec 2024, Fri, 7.30pm
Singtel Waterfront Theatre at Esplanade

(1hr 35mins, including 20min intermission)

$55*^

Limited concessions for Students, Senior Citizens, NSFs and PWDs: $44*

BOOK NOW 
esplanade.com/voices 
SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 / Group Booking: 6828 8389 or email 
boxoffice@esplanade.com. Admission age: 6 and above. Ticket 
prices exclude SISTIC fees. Terms and conditions apply.

^Esplanade&Me Specials (Limited Tickets) 
Black: 15% savings | White: 10% savings
Discover: 10% savings (min. 2 tickets)

Not a member yet? 
Join for free at www.esplanade.com/membership

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

 c
o

rr
ec

t 
at

 t
im

e 
o

f 
p

ri
n

t.
 

Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

Esplanade
Presents

Voices
A Festival of Song



$55*^

Limited concessions for Students, Senior Citizens, NSFs and PWDs: $44*BOOK NOW 
esplanade.com/voices 
SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 / Group Booking: 6828 8389 or email 
boxoffice@esplanade.com. Admission age: 6 and above. Ticket 
prices exclude SISTIC fees. Terms and conditions apply.

^Esplanade&Me Specials (Limited Tickets) 
Black: 15% savings | White: 10% savings
Discover: 10% savings (min. 2 tickets)

Not a member yet? 
Join for free at www.esplanade.com/membership

“…measured and absorbing. 
Like ABBA dipped in velvet.”

– Sydney Morning Herald 

THE IDEA 
OF NORTH     

Live, Actually
with

(Australia)

8 Dec 2024, Sun, 5pm
Singtel Waterfront Theatre at Esplanade

  (1hr 50mins, including 20min intermission)

Join The Idea of North for an unforgettable a cappella journey featuring 
new live album tracks, classics, and festive surprises.
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

Esplanade
Presents

Voices
A Festival of Song



W148mm x H210mm
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-pro�t organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

This production is presented as part of da:ns focus – Ballet by the Bay.

Sponsor

Esplanade&Me Specials available
Black & White: 15% savings
Discover: 10% savings (min. 2 tickets)

Not a member yet? Join for free at 
www.esplanade.com/membership

SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 / Group Booking: 6828 8389 or email boxo�ce@esplanade.com. 
Admission age: 6 and above. Ticket prices exclude SISTIC fees. Terms and conditions apply.

BOOK NOWesplanade.com/dans

Full of energy and excitement, 
this fantastical ballet by 
Hong Kong’s premier ballet 
company is a whimsical 
reimagination of Lewis Carroll’s 
beloved tale.
2hrs, including 20min intermission

21 – 23 FEB 2025, FRI – SUN
ESPLANADE THEATRE
Tickets from $28
Limited concessions available.

"It's great entertainment 
for children, parents and 

ballet lovers alike" 
– South China Morning Post

"A feat of fevered imagination" 
– The Washington Post

HONG KONG BALLET
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esplanade.com/membership
Not a member yet? Join at 

Free to join Free upgrade when
you spend $500

Free upgrade when
you spend $1000

Bryan Tan
31 Dec 2017

Free for kids
12 years & under

Free for ages
55 & above

Free for ages
17 to 26 years

• Up to 20% savings on tickets and priority bookings and
early bird specials to festival and events at Esplanade  

• Up to 20% savings on retail and dining specials at 
Esplanade Mall and partners

• Exclusive invitations to events, workshops and tours 

• Member referral incentives, Birthday privileges and more!  

• Check in at any of our free programmes, PIP’s PLAYbox
and Jendela for rewards 

Your access to the arts starts with Esplanade&Me 
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved.

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377

EsplanadeSingapore
#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG



Gift a Seat
Inspire the future
Imagination, empathy, creativity—the arts both embody and inspire these human 
qualities that help us make a better future for ourselves, our families or even 
society. Your donation opens up opportunities for young people to experience and 
be inspired by the arts. It also supports the aspirations of emerging Singapore 
artists as they create and express their vision for the future.

In appreciation of your donation:
Seat plaque acknowledgement
Donor acknowledgement on Donors Wall in Esplanade
Invitation to receive Esplanade&Me Black Card
Full tax deduction of donation amount

esplanade.com/giftaseat

Leave a legacy.
Donate and dedicate a seat in our 

iconic Concert Hall or Theatre. 
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different communities, including the underserved.

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377
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4,231 3,007 Free

Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks
to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and sponsors for 
believing in our vision to be a performing arts centre for everyone. 
They made all these possible!ˆ    

Your contribution* will make a difference.
On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you!
Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade.

Donate at www.esplanade.com/donate 
To �nd out more, email us at donations@esplanade.com or speak with us at 6828 8321.

Esplanade is a charity and an Institution of a Public Character. Your donation to us is 
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund. Please note that the prevailing 
tax exemption scheme for donors and sponsors of Arts-Related Businesses will depend 
on the qualifying criteria imposed by IRAS.     

636
Activities

17,949
Participants

We believe that everyone 
should be able to experience 
the joy of the arts, including 
children, youth, seniors, migrant 
workers and individuals with 
special needs. Our community 
engagement activities bring the 
arts to those in need.   

141,565

Free

Paid

3,367,291

*Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2023 to Mar 2024.

People attended our activities at the centre.

3,809,486
737 Paid



The above are donors and sponsors who contributed $1000 and above from April 2023 – March 2024.

Esplanade also receives grants from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, as well as support for our 
Community Programmes from the Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club. 

Join us in sharing the joy of the arts and help us reach more 
communities in need.
We believe that an experience with the arts is special and that with your generous 
support, more people will get a chance to enjoy the arts. Join us in sharing the joy 
of the arts and help us reach more communities in need.

DONORS AND SPONSORS
Abdur Rahman Adam Naina Mohd
Actually Pte Ltd
AETOS Holdings Pte Ltd
Allen & Overy LLP
Amy Ho
Andre Yeap
Ang Tze Siong
Annie Pek
Annie  Yeo
Applied Materials South East Asia Pte Ltd  
Asian Medical Foundation
Atek Engineering Pte Ltd
Benson Puah
Bernard Lim
BinjaiTree
BNP Paribas
Bowen Enterprises Pte Ltd
Bryan Halim
C.T. Chew Pte Ltd
Candice Greedy-Kefford
Capital Group Investment Management Pte Ltd
Carol Kwan Yin Wai
Cassy Huang
Catherine Ong
Chang Hung Mui
Chia Lai Kuan
Chong Siak Ching
Christine Ong
Chua Sock Koong
Chye Thiam Maintenance Pte Ltd
CLS International (1993) Pte Ltd
Creative Technology Ltd
Crescent Law Chambers LLC
Cross Ratio Entertainment
Daniel Teo Tong How
Daryl Neo
DBS Foundation
Deborah Yao

Deloitte & Touche LLP
Desmond Wang
Diana Koh Fund
Don Chew
EFG Bank AG
Electronics & Engineering Pte Ltd
Embassy of France in Singapore 
Embassy of Italy in Singapore 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Singapore
Esmond Loon
Expand Construction Pte Ltd
Foo Yu Yet
Fort Sanctuary Pte Ltd
Fun Siew Leng
Geri Kan
Goh Swee Chen
Guthrie FMC Pte Ltd
Felicia Heng Puay Ee
High Commission of India, Singapore
Ho Bee Foundation
Hong Kong - Singapore Business Association
How’s Catering
Huang Ching Ying
Hugo Advance Network Pte Ltd
Hwang Yee Cheau
Janet Ang
Japan Chamber of Commerce & Industry Singapore Foundation
Jean Yip Salon Pte Ltd
Jeann Low
Jennifer Lee
Joyce A. Tan
Kelly See 
Kenneth Kan
Keppel Care Foundation Limited
Khor Ai Ming
Kim Suk Hyun
Kris Foundation
Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd
Laura Hwang

LCH Insurance Brokers Pte Ltd 
Lee Eng Beng
Lee Huay Leng
Lee Joon Pun
Lee Li-ming
Lee Tzu Yang
Lee Woon Shiu
Lilian Ko Kim Choo
Lily Low
Lim Him Chuan
Lim Ming Yan
Lin Diaan-Yi & Tom Donnelly
Loh Yik Hin
Loo Leong Peow
Loo Wai Kheong
Low Sze Gin
Lucinda Seah
Makansutra Gluttons Bay
Malabar Gold & Diamonds Pte Ltd
Marcel & Melissa Xu
Mary Ann Tsao
Matthew Teng
Nina Tan
Ong Soh Chin
Ong Su-Chzeng
Patek Philippe SEA / GMT Singapore 
Patrick  Tseng
Paul Tseng & Elyn Wong
Peter Chew
Poon Wai Hong
Quak Hiang Whai
Rachelle  Tan
Ravindran S/O Sivalingam

Raymundo A Yu
Rebecca Huang
Red House at Marina Bay Pte Ltd
Rohan Chandhok
Sara Joan Fang
Saurav Jain
Saw  Wei Jie
See Tho Keng Leong
Seow Ai  Wee
Shekaran Krishnan
Shell Singapore
Sim Hwee Cher
Singtel
SISTIC
Straits Chinese Nonya Restaurant Pte Ltd
Suhaimi Zainul Abidin
Suvai Foods Pte Ltd
Tan Chin  Tuan Foundation
Tan Wei Ming
The Silent Foundation
Total Solution Marketing
Tridente Automobili Pte Ltd
U.S. Embassy, Singapore 
Vemala K Rajamanickam
Vivian Chua
V.K. Rajah
William & Mavis  Tok  
Winson Lay Chee Loong
Woh Hup (Private) Limited
Yap Chee Meng
Yvonne Tham
Zhang Xinyue
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From Ancient Roots to 
Modern Stages
How the eight Indian classical dance forms evolve with time

By: Mohanapriyan Thavarajah

Dive into the world of Indian classical dance, where every movement tells a 

story and every gesture speaks volumes. With its roots deeply entwined in 

India’s history and spirituality, each classical dance form offers a window into a 

rich cultural heritage.

Discover the beauty and history behind these eight distinct dance forms, 

each with its own unique style. From the fluidity of odissi to the grandeur 

of kathakali, explore how these traditions have evolved over centuries and 

continue to captivate audiences worldwide.

Find out more on Esplanade Offstage about the dance forms that are as 

timeless as the stories they tell.
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG


