[72]
£
<
Y
(@]
e
>
"
Q
L.
-I%
>~
S 2
s
S
=4
cc
G ©
- ()
Qo
N =
wo

AL

N

(

i
: e
NZ\N7Z\N

: il
N//ANY, ﬁ

T\%

23 & 24 Feb 2024 « Fri & Sat, 8pm * Esplanade Concert Hall

ORBEARLERT

2024528235248 - E#A 57N, B L8k




About Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay

Esplanade is Singapore’s national performing arts centre. It hosts a year-round line-up of about 3,500
live performances and activities presented by Esplanade, its partners and hirers. As an arts centre for
everyone, Esplanade also creates opportunities for seniors, youth, children and underserved
communities to experience the arts. More than 70% of the shows that take place each year at the
centre are free for all to enjoy.

Esplanade also brings the arts virtually to audiences in Singapore and beyond, through its diverse
range of digital programmes on Esplanade Offstage, an all-access backstage pass to the performing
arts and guide to Singapore and Asian arts and culture, with videos, podcasts, articles, quizzes and
resources.

The centre works in close partnership with local, regional and international artists to develop artistic
capabilities and content, push artistic boundaries and engage audiences. Esplanade supports the
creation of artistic content by commissioning and producing new Singapore and Asian work for the
international stage. It also develops technical capabilities for the industry nationally.

Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay is operated by The Esplanade Co Ltd (TECL), which is a not-for-profit
organisation, a registered Charity and an Institution of a Public Character. The Charity Council
awarded TECL the Charity Governance Award — Special Commendation for Clarity of Strategy in 2016
and 2022, and the Charity Transparency Award from 2016 — 2023. Esplanade is Singapore’s first
Dementia-Friendly Arts Venue and a certified Dementia Go-To Point, as well as a guide/assistance
dog friendly centre.

TECL receives funding support from Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and its Community
Programmes are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and
Singapore Turf Club.

Visit Esplanade.com for more information.

Board Members

Mrs Clara Lim-Tan
Ms Lin Diaan-Yi
Mr Daryl Neo

Mr Lee TzuYang (Chairman)
Mr Lim MingYan (Deputy Chairman)
MsYvonne Tham (CEO)

Ms Janet Ang

Mr Lee Eng Beng
Ms Lee Huay Leng
Dr LeeTung Jean
Mr Lee Woon Shiu

Ms Rahayu Buang

Ms Rika Sharma

Mr Shekaran Krishnan
Mr Sim Hwee Cher

Mr Suhaimi Zainul Abidin
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Association of Asia Pacific
Performing Art Centres
www.aappac.com

@ www.esplanade.com

@ © EsplanadeSG

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 Tel: 6828 8222 Fax: 6337 3633

EsplanadeSingapore
Customer Service Hotline: 6828 8377 SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555 P 9ap

#esplanadesg #mydurian
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FESTIVAL MESSAGE




life’s seemingly insurmountable problems. Laugh till your
sides split with the witty crosstalk of Dear Governor Bao
by Comedians Workshop of Taiwan. Show the young
ones that there is so much more magic in live stage
performances with the interactive production The Dog
Who Wasn’t Useful. The crime and police thriller is a
genre that has defined many acclaimed Hong Kong
films—now watch it as an engaging stage production
13-67 by Zuni Icosahedron and witness the poignant
history of the Fragrant Harbour unfold. Revel in the
elegance and charm of the traditional pingtan art form
with the Shanghai Pingtan Troupe and get to know The

Four Beauties of ancient China. @

More adventurous audiences can explore the
similarities and differences of port cities Singapore
and Taiwan’s Kaohsiung through the mesmerising
language of dance in Dance a Dance from My Bodly.
The classic story “Painted Skin” from Liao Zhai has
been made into numerous films—now watch it retold
in a refreshing interpretation featuring puppetry and
metal music by the talented Oliver Chong and The
Finger Players in Transplant. With many concerts
featuring artists such as waa wei (Taiwan), Gareth.T
(Hong Kong), WUTIAOREN (China), music lovers are
in for an aural and experiential treat at Huayi 2024.

Finally, a special shout-out for our rich and entertaining
free programmes. A worthy highlight is the lion dance
curtain-raiser which my dad particularly enjoys.
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This year’s is by the award-winning Yi Wei Athletic
Association. We make it our mission to ensure that
those who choose to spend time at Esplanade during
Chinese New Year, whether for our ticketed or free
programmes, will be amply rewarded. We are thankful
not only to those of you who return each year, but also
encourage you to bring more people with you to enjoy
the celebrations!

Our heartfelt thanks also go to our Principal Sponsor
Knife Cooking Oil, Supporting Sponsor Berries B3
and Supporter Polar Premium Drinking Water.

Wishing that our programmes at Huayi 2024 will help
usher in an auspicious New Year for you and your loved
ones for a loooooong7z time!

Delvin Lee
Senior Producer, The Esplanade Co Ltd
Huayi - Chinese Festival of Arts
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MESSAGE FROM
FENG YI-GANG

A

The Dragon has nine sons

The Dragon seems to be the soul of traditional Chinese
culture. Fuxi and Nuwa were portrayed by a creature
with a human head and dragon body. The ancestors
are known as “the descendants of the Dragon”. There
is a saying, “The Dragon has nine sons and all have
distinctive prowess.” In this context, the number “nine”
means “several, or plenty”: demonstrated by holding
up the building, surfing on a rooftop, “holding the door
knockers with its mouth”, “carrying a tombstone on its
back”, and so on. These distinctive characteristics of the
sons of the Dragon exhibit different forms of aspirations
with different kinds of contributions.

The strong and vibrant character holds the blade with
his mouth while the gentle and elegant character holds
the incense burner.

| was born in the last “Jia Chen Year” (the Year of the
Dragon) of the traditional Chinese Lunar calendar. As
such, | am a “dragon descendant at the age of 60” in
this year. So | take the liberty to perform the pleasure of
the age of 60 symbolised by peace, steadfastness and
contribution with wisdom.




The old saying of “The Four Little Dragons of Asia” has
perhaps gone out of fashion. My experience from my
frequent visits and observation tells me that Singapore
is no longer a “little Dragon”. As stated in / Ching (The
Book of Changes), “Dragon in the sky is an omen for the
apex of power and fortune for the dominant figures.”
Now, Singapore is a major country of the world and
bears a heavy burden. | hope all of the people of the
country, who are the descendants of the Dragon, could
make contributions to the best of their efforts for the
tranquility and advancement of human civilisation. | also
wish that all have a good life in the Year of the Dragon,
with peace to the country and well-being to all people.

Feng Yi-Gang
Founder of Comedians Workshop




Some say he has a dark complexion and a scar in the
shape of a crescent moon on his forehead. Some say he
is the reincarnation of the Star of Wisdom. Some even
say that after his death he became the King of Hell!

We dare you not to laugh as Governor Bao holds court!
Comedians Workshop presents a witty and light-
hearted cross-examination of this legendary figure.

A renowned official from the Northern Song dynasty,
Governor Bao, nicknamed “Justice Bao”, was famed for
his impartiality and integrity. He feared nothing, heard

and passed judgement on cases around-the-clock.
His exploits grew in popularity through time and have
endured through ages and generations, countlessly
told and retold through Traditional Chinese Opera
performances and television shows.

Dear Governor Bao - A Crosstalk Production takes a
relentlessly comedic look at this iconic figure in Chinese
history and popular culture, and humorously tears into
his well-known cases “The Case of the Black Basin”,
“Raccoon for a Prince”, and “The Chalk Circle”. Watch
out for an unpredictable surprise ending!




Taiwan’s Comedians Workshop is led by founder and
art director Feng Yi-Gang, and is renowned for their
mastery of crosstalk. For over 30 years, their fiercely
original and laugh-out-loud funny presentations—
inspired by Chinese culture, history and literature—have
shed light on how we think and how we live.

(Thr 45mins, no intermission)
Performed in Mandarin, no surtitles.




EXCERPTS

ACTS INTRODUCTION

The Case From Guillotining Bao Mian

of the Black which exemplifies Bao Gong’s

Basin impartiality to Judging the
Black Pot Case which highlights
his precise judgement, it was
boldly hypothesised that the
Japanese anime Detective
Conan was created based on

Bao Gong!




The Chalk
Circle

Based on Yuan dynasty
classical zaju play The Chalk
Circle written by Li Xingdao,
it tells the story of how

Bao Gong solved a case in
which two mothers were
fighting over a son. It was
later rewritten by German
playwright Bertolt Brecht as
The Caucasian Chalk Circle.

Dog-head
Guillotine

The dragon-head guillotine
punishes the royals, the tiger-
head for officials, and the
dog-head for commoners.
Some guillotines are sharp,
some are dull. What is the
best way to serve justice?

The famous “Hat Demon” of
the Northern Song Dynasty
flies from Luoyang in the
West to Kaifeng in the East.
More and more people are
seeing unidentified flying
objects, seems like it’s a
massive alien invasion!




Purple
River Car

The “Purple River Car”
(human placenta) often seen
in Chinese historical dramas,
is said to nourish the yin and
invigorate the yang, and could
beautify one’s skin. Nowadays,
most of the “Purple River Car”
on the market are placentas
of other mammals. Be sure to
check where your tonic comes
from before eating, else a
disaster awaits.
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CREATIVE & PRODUCTION
CREDITS

Director & Playwright Stage Lead
FENG YI-GANG LIN HONG-SIOU

Performer Sound Lead

FENG YI-GANG SU CHIH-HSIANG
HUGH SHIH

ETHAN WEI Producer

PAN YU-TIEN HU SHIHYUNG

WU MING-JU
Marketing

Graphic Design KUO WEI-CHUN
TSENG HSIANGLIN

Executive Production

Stage Manager FENG CHIAO
CHEN HSIN-TSEN

Lighting Lead
LI PEI-SYUAN
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BINE (1) GarethT(FA) . AFA (FE) FZUZ/HRARD
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Ria, BRITHNRET BRAFERE . SEN—RRREBR%
RN ZAFRBEZBNEZTMAFS, S UTRIERAVEINFE
FolE—i, XA B HER 7SNV E L HARIR S —WEX
T, BEIZTEFENTE, LTS MERERRET BN
RAARAT &R RE S4TSR R YFo B G FE LIRS MEZT
WERR, MBLAKXEH LFHAR, FEZ AESHATRER!
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Premium Drinking Water.
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BHANE RZEARE?  BE RS RERSRI(ERFIFT)
BIRHS!

(BEFARUBEREENEEANEA, ESEE. LMK
Blo R LR E L, FLB - A, HANIERM, 5

BXREA W EBERF 2 S(5RI1) . BB,
TRRIE) FANRRRENRIB 2 RZEAR N RIEEERIEE
WE, BERSFH 7T RENE, 8RB FZNRR7HITHERRS,
EEBNLER, B RRKE KR,

SEREAMERSRER LREE A&, BEBHN. BF—1&.
F UK, HR+EDNRBBIGHENIR, FFENX, BFIHEF

EEERR, MZILBRARBE!
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Huayi
Chinese Festival of Arts
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Ignite your imagination and
feel your spirits soar!
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www.esplanade.com/huayi
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"THANK You [

FOR WATCHING

Help us make your next Esplanade
experience even better by taking a
moment to share your thoughts with us.

We look forward to creating more
wonderful memories with you soon.

Scan and do the survey now!

e

Information correct at time of print.
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. @ www.esplanade.com ) @ EsplanadeSG
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to BoalanersS
different communities, including the underserved. SPLERECEE T

#esplanadesg #mydurian


https://esplanade.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bDcGH2tEt5h4F8y?QCHL=qr&Survey_Type=Public_Event

Esplanade
&Me

Your access to the arts starts with Esplanade&Me

* Up to 20% savings on tickets and priority bookings and
early bird specials to festival and events at Esplanade

* Up to 20% savings on retail and dining specials at
Esplanade Mall and partners

* Exclusive invitations to events, workshops and tours
* Member referral incentives, Birthday privileges and more!

* Checkin at any of our free programmes, PIP's PLAYbox
and Jendela for rewards

Esplanade
&Me

jonsthan Tan
O01TTBS000 31 Doc 2025

Free to join Free upgrade when Free upgrade when Free for kids Free for ages Free for ages
'you spend $500 you spend $1000 12 years & under 17 to 26 years 55 & above

Of=0]
Not a member yet? Join at
www.esplanade.com/membership

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377
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www.esplanade.com/membership

Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks

to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and sponsors for
believing in our vision to be a performing arts centre for everyone.
They made all these possible!”

4’5 62 (%) 3,354 .

activities took place at Esplanade. 1 ,057 Paid

3,260,515 |[§%_

People attended our activities at the centre. Participants

We believe that everyone

e\ should be able to experience
Free 1’487’680 the joy of the arts, including

children, youth, seniors, migrant

7 1 workers and individuals with

Paid | 287.93 ial needs. O it

f special needs. Our community

engagement activities bring the
arts to those in need.

*Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2022 to Mar 2023.

Your contribution* will make a difference.

On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you!

Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade.

Donate at www.esplanade.com/donate

To find out more, email us at donations@esplanade.com or speak with us at 6828 8321.

Esplanade is a charity and an Institution of a Public Character. Your donation to us is
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund. Please note that the prevailing
tax exemption scheme for donors and sponsors of Arts-Related Businesses will depend
on the qualifying criteria imposed by IRAS.



With Gratitude

Esplanade —Theatres on the Bay is a charity, a not-for-profit organisation and Singapore’s national
performing arts centre. We seek to entertain, engage, educate and inspire through the arts.

We thank everyone who has helped us bring joy, inspiration and positive impact to Singaporeans
from all walks of life by supporting the arts and Esplanade.

Our heartfelt appreciation goes especially to our Donors and Sponsors, for their steadfast belief in

our mission and for their generous support.

DONORS AND SPONSORS

Alice Koh

Allen & Overy LLP

Allianz Global Investors Singapore Limited
Alvin De Souza

Ang Chin Moh Funeral Directors Pte Ltd
Ang Zigian

Asia Ghani Restaurant And Catering Pte Ltd
Asian Medical Foundation

BNP Paribas

Bowen Enterprises Pte Ltd

Chia Lai Kuan

Chow Chung Ping

Chow Wan Cheng

Cindy Cheng Ah Ching

CLS International (1993) Pte Ltd
Composers And Authors Society of Singapore Ltd
Daniel Teo Tong How

Daryl Neo

EFG Bank AG

Embassy of France in Singapore

Esmond Loon

Francis Chin Kuok Choon

Fort Sanctuary Pte Ltd

High Commission of India, Singapore

Hon Chia Chun Noel

Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd
Lee Eng Beng

Lee Huay Leng

LeeTzuYang

Lim Siew Kheng

Matthew Teng

Ong Bok Aun

Peter Yap Wan Shern

Phua Dong Haur

Rachelle Hweejoo Francis
Ravindran S/O Sivalingam
Sanjeev Namath Kurungodan
See Tho Keng Leong

Sora Media Pte Ltd
Soumyadip Ghosh

The Family of BJ & CW Tresise
The Silent Foundation Limited
Tye Wai Mun

U.S. Embassy, Singapore
UOB

Vemala K Rajamanickam
William and Mavis Tok
Winson Lay Chee Loong
Woon Yen Khai

Yap Foo Kar

Yvonne Tham

The above are donors and sponsors who contributed $1000 and above from April 2022—March 2023.

Join us in sharing the joy of the arts and help us reach

more communities in need.

We believe that an experience with the arts is special and that with your generous
support, more people will get a chance to enjoy the arts. Join us in sharing the joy of
the arts and help us reach more communities in need.

Esplanade also receives grants from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, as well as support for our
Community Programmes from the Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club.




BAG YOUR PROSPERITY WITH ESPLANADE&ME
FROM 15 JAN — 25 FEB
Redeem an exclusive mandarin orange bag designed by
special needs youth from Singapore Fashion Runway.

Simply become an Esplanade&Me member, spend
a min of $5 and upload your receipt(s) to your account.

ENJOY THESE FESTIVE DEALS!

AL
e Gl — 7
Red House Seafood Harry's Tomo Izakaya Old School Delights Lee Wei Song
(#01-14/16) (#01-05/07) (#01-09) (#02-25) School of Music
Indulge in savoury Indulge in citrus flavours New ramen flavours Enjoy free Udders (#02-12)
seafood and at Harry’s with limited with complimentary _ice cream with a Unleash your vocal
festive specials. time specials. salmon sashimi. minimum spend of $50. potential with exclusive

open classes.

Spend & Redeem

Huayi - Chinese Festival of Arts Find out more:

Red Packets!

Not a member yet? Join at
o ot ; st

Terms and Conditions apply

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377
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Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to
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different communities, including the underserved.
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I could just scroll through IG or TikTok but I thought why

should I when I can do the same on Offstage? It makes me feel

like I know more things. Great arts content, anytime, anywhere.

Highly recommend.

2

Totally Anonymous Person

(who is not related to www.esplanade.com/offstage)

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377

v }\‘ off
esplanade stage
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. @ www.esplanade.com ﬁ 0 EsplanadeSG
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to Esol deSi
different communities, including the underserved. splanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.


www.esplanade.com/offstage
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Knife is proud to be the Principal Sponsor of Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts 2024
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Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts 2024
is made possible with the generous support of:
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Principal Sponsor
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Supporting Sponsor
HENTS

Supported By
BiBhE
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. @ www.esplanade.com 0 Q EsplanadeSG
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to

different communities, including the underserved. . Ezsp:j:s:g;'gg:rzggirian
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