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About Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay

Esplanade is Singapore’s national performing arts centre. It hosts a year-round line-up of about 3,500
live performances and activities presented by Esplanade, its partners and hirers. As an arts centre for
everyone, Esplanade also creates opportunities for seniors, youth, children and underserved
communities to experience the arts. More than 70% of the shows that take place each year at the
centre are free for all to enjoy.

Esplanade also brings the arts virtually to audiences in Singapore and beyond, through its diverse
range of digital programmes on Esplanade Offstage, an all-access backstage pass to the performing
arts and guide to Singapore and Asian arts and culture, with videos, podcasts, articles, quizzes and
resources.

The centre works in close partnership with local, regional and international artists to develop artistic
capabilities and content, push artistic boundaries and engage audiences. Esplanade supports the
creation of artistic content by commissioning and producing new Singapore and Asian work for the
international stage. It also develops technical capabilities for the industry nationally.

Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay is operated by The Esplanade Co Ltd (TECL), which is a not-for-profit
organisation, a registered Charity and an Institution of a Public Character. The Charity Council
awarded TECL the Charity Governance Award — Special Commendation for Clarity of Strategy in 2016
and 2022, and the Charity Transparency Award from 2016 — 2019 and 2022. Esplanade is Singapore’s
first Dementia-Friendly Arts Venue and a certified Dementia Go-To Point, as well as a Guide-dog
Friendly centre.

TECL receives funding support from Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and its Community
Programmes are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and
Singapore Turf Club.

Visit Esplanade.com for more information.
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CHOREOGRAPHER'S
MESSAGE

2022 marked the 14th year since Tao Dance Theater was
founded; it was also a year in which the company disbanded
and relaunched. Now performing its first work since its return,
the company presents their two latest sequential dance works,
numbered 13 and 74, which will be performed together on the
same stage. Conceptually, the two works demonstrate the
greatest achievements yet in the company’s investigation
into a new language for the body. Symbolically, there is also a
particular beauty in the combination of these two numbers—
in Chinese, the pronunciation of these two numbers sounds
like that of an idiom which express the wish that something will
last a lifetime, and indeed, these two works imply a lifetime’s
ceaseless exploration into the language of the body.

— Tao Ye
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SYNOPSIS

"... confounds and amazes. It is rare to
be able to say, ‘I've never seen anything
quite like it,’ and really mean it.”

— CVNC Online Arts Journal North Carolina (USA)

“Tao Ye is emerging rapidly as a force
to be reckoned with, as well as the
most exciting name in modern dance.”

- Time Out Beijing

“Absolutely amazing ... An extraordinary
experience for the audience.”

- Visterbottens-Kuriren (Sweden)




Photo Credit: Fan Xi

After their sold-out performance at da:ns festival nine years
ago, the acclaimed TAO Dance Theater takes the stage at
Esplanade once again, this time on a grander scale with 14
dancers at the Singtel Waterfront Theatre. The award-winning
contemporary dance company presents a double bill of 713
and 74, the two latest instalments of choreographer Tao Ye's
signature Numerical Series. Known for their distinct minimalist
style of repetition and restriction, TAO has found immense
success worldwide and is recognised as one of Asia’s leading
contemporary dance companies.

This production is presented as part of da:ns focus - Connect
Asia Now (CAN), a weekend that spotlights contemporary
dance works by Asian artists focusing on distinct voices and
creative impulses from the region.

(Thr 15mins, including 15mins intermission)
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ABOUT THE
PRODUCTIONS

Photo Credit: Fan Xi

13

13 is the twelfth instalment of choreographer Tao Ye's
Numerical Series. This contemplative work uses the concept
of a trinity to correspond to the number 13, and examines the
interactions and connections formed between solo, duet and
group dances. These three kinds of permutations constitute
the entire creation.

NTENTS




The concepts of single, dual and multiple dimensions form a
rule. In this creation, the choreographer cultivated the three
changes of body, space, and time to form a chaotic whole.
Rigorous and open concepts are used in the choreography to
respond to the different states of the present concrete and
the impermanent.

In the work, the dancers are connected into a whole, and then
gradually fission into different forms. The continuous changes
in the dance sequence during the movement open up a complex
physical world: the realisation of impact, extrusion, fusion, and
falling, rebound, pull and other infinite phenomena. Through
varying speeds and rhythms, the bodies are transformed into
water, mountains, rocks and all things alike. At this time, the
body as a medium, demonstrates the vagaries of imagination.
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14

Rhythm is the linkage of all life.

14, the thirteenth work of Tao Ye's Numerical Series presents
a study of rhythm and change. How does one challenge the
new context of the body? This time, Tao Ye breaks the previous
creative method of repeated cycles, and uses the ever-
changing texture of movement to explore the space-time

possibility between movement and stillness.




The music of this work boldly adopts a single minimalist well-
balanced temperament, using the progressive method of the
hour hand to correspond to the complex dynamics of the
body in dance. The cuttings and foldings of points, lines and
planes in the space, the agitation and swing with the control of
weight, make the work return to pure body movement, with all
possibilities unfolding in a changing yet unchanged rhythm.

Following the philosophy of “less is more” in regard to the
relationship between audio and visual, TAO Dance Theater’s
unique body technique, the Circular Movement System, is
expanded and realises its ultimate potential.
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BIOGRAPHIES

Born in Chongging, Tao Ye is a graduate of the Chonggqing
Dance School in China and has performed with the Shanghai
Army Song & Dance Ensemble, Shanghai Jin Xing Dance
Theater, and the Beijing Modern Dance Company (BMDC). In
2008, at the age of 23, Tao Ye founded TAO Dance Theater.
His main works include the Numerical Series, weight 2
through 74, Non-numerical Series - Contrast; Arts Live Series
- 12 Hours and Infinite Walking.
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Inspired by Asian philosophy, Tao Ye developed the Circular
Movement System in combination with his own style of
dance. He has several international achievements under his
name, such as performing at the Lincoln Center Festival in
New York, USA, as well as being one of Sadler’s Wells New
Wave Associates from 2011 — 2013. He has done several cross-
disciplinary collaborations in film, theatre, fashion and more,
having worked with Japanese brand Y-3, Cloud Gate Dance
Theatre and starred in the film Blue Sky Bones.

Tao Ye's choreography is distinct, recognised for its minimalistic
style, repetition and restriction. His cutting-edge creative
concepts have been acknowledged for being challenging for
both dancers and spectators.
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DUAN NI

Born in Xi'an, Duan Ni graduated from the Shaanxi Art College
in China. She graduated from the Beijing Dance Academy
modern dance choreography department (Guangdong
branch), led by pioneer Madame Yang Meigqi, the founding
director of China'’s first modern dance company, Guangdong
Modern Dance Company. In school, Duan Ni received a
scholarship to attend the American Dance Festival. For the first
time, Duan Ni systematically taught “Relaxation Techniques”
in China, and her cutting-edge teaching concepts subverted
the inherent concept of body movement of domestic dancers.
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Duan Ni has danced with Shanghai Jin Xing Dance Theatre,
Akram Khan Dance Company (UK), and Shen Wei Dance
Arts (USA). In August 2008, she joined TAO Dance Theater
as its Founding Dancer and Artistic Director. As the first
Chinese contemporary dancer invited by international dance
companies, Duan Ni accepted all concepts and styles and
formed her own body language and characteristics—softness
and toughness, pure and open. She has performed at the
Lincoln Center for Performing Arts in New York with three
dance companies. Each time, her performance was singled out
by The New York Times, lauded by critics as “extraordinary”,
“formidable” and “athletic control”.
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Behind the scenes

Photo Credit: Fan Xi

Tao Ye rehearsing “14" with the dancers on stage.

TAO DANCE THEATER

TAO Dance Theater is a full-time contemporary dance
company founded by Tao Ye, Duan Niand Wang Hao in 2008.
It is the first contemporary dance company in China to be
invited to perform at the Lincoln Center Art Festival in the
United States, the Edinburgh International Art Festival in
the United Kingdom, the Sydney Opera House in Australia
and Theatre de la Ville in France. The company has also been
invited to perform at the American Dance Festival (ADF),
where its dancers served as resident artists. The Sadler’s Wells
Theatre in London - UK, has commissioned five works by
the company and invited TAO Dance Theater to perform in
London six times.

4BACK TO CONTENTS




The projects of the Numerical Series, created by the company
with a simple creative concept and straightforward physicality,
have toured five continents, more than 40 countries and over
100 different art festivals. The company has attracted extensive
attention from people from all walks of life, becoming one
of the most sought-after Chinese contemporary dance
companies on the international stage.

In terms of interdisciplinary activity, the company has
presented its work in a wide range of spaces, such as the ruins
of the ancient Roman arena, the Paris Fashion Week Show,
the ArtScience Museum in Singapore, the Aranya Seaside
Stage, the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra Concert Hall, and
Beijing International Design Week. At the 2015 Paris Fashion
Week, the company was invited to collaborate on-site with
the brand Y-3 by Japanese designer Yohji Yamamoto. In 2019,
the company and Cloud Gate Dance Theatre co-produced
Exchange, touring more than ten cities in China. In 2021, the
DIY performance Infinite Walking was listed on the TikTok
hot search list for several weeks in a row. Tens of thousands of
viewers imitated the body-free-walking style, and the relevant
videos were played nearly 500 million times.
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Alastair Macaculay, the chief art critic for The New York Times,
described the work of the dance troupe as “theatrical force
and authority. (The dancers’) athletic control is remarkable.
Powerful drive... physicality and momentum... extraordinary
and appealing.” Time Out New York named the company’s
performance one of the “10 Best Dance Shows of 2014,
making it the only Asian company on the list. In 2023, TAO
Dance Theater was awarded the Silver Lion for Dance at La
Biennale di Venezia.

In 2021, TAO Dance Theater established the DNTY art
extension brand and TAO Studio. The former combined
artistic innovation with the design concept of “clothes that
follow the body”, inspired by the style of creative individuals
from all fields. The latter “pays attention to more people’s
bodies”, launching the Circular Movement System, so that
more people may discover that “the body can still move like
this”, experiencing and exploring the infinite possibilities of
their physicality.

4 BACKTO CONTENTS
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HUANG QIQI

Born in Jian, Jiangxi Province in 1994, Huang Qiqi graduated in
2009 from the secondary school for arts of the University of
Jinggangshan. In 2014, she graduated from the Hunan Institute
of Science and Technology Dance Department. She joined
TAO Dance Theater in April 2015.

YAN YULIN

Born in Jian, Jiangxi Province in 1990, Yan Yulin graduated in
2009 from the secondary school for arts of the University
of Jinggangshan. In 2015, he graduated from the National
Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts, Dance. He joined TAO
Dance Theater in June 2016.

XU FUJIN

Born in Heze, Shandong Province in 2000, Xu Fujin graduated
from the Affiliated Middle School of Shandong University of
Arts in 2015. He graduated from the Choreography Class of
Shandong University of Arts in 2020, and he joined TAO Dance
Theater in June 2020.

TONG YUSHENG

Born in Shenyang, Liaoning Province in 2001, Tong Yusheng
graduated from the art school affiliated to Shenyang Normal
University in 2017 She then graduated from Shanghai Drama
Academy in 2021, with a degree in dance choreography. She
joined TAO Dance Theater in March 2021.

4BACK TO CONTENTS

18



LI SIYU

Born in Rongchang, Chonggqing in 1998, Li Siyu graduated
from Chongqing Rongchang middle school in 2017 In 2021,
she graduated from the modern dance department of the
Dance College of Guangxi Academy of Art. She joined TAO
Dance Theater in March 2021.

LIU YIREN

Born in Tangshan, Hebei Province in 1999, Liu Yiren graduated
from Qian’an No. 1 senior middle school in Hebei Province in
2017. He graduated from Xi‘an Conservatory of Music in 2021,
with a degree in dance choreography. He joined TAO Dance
Theater in March 2021.

SUN LEIRUI

Born in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province in 1998, Sun Leirui
graduated from the secondary school affiliated to Xi‘an
Conservatory of Music in 2017 She graduated from Xi‘an
Conservatory of Music in 2021, with a degree in dance
choreography. She joined TAO Dance Theaterin October 2021.

WU ZHENKAI

Born in Shantou, Guangdong in 2000, Wu Zhenkai graduated
from the Dance Performance Department of Guangdong
Foreign Language Art Vocational College in 2021. He joined
TAO Dance Theater in March 2022.

4BACK TO CONTENTS
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LI JIAYU

Li Jiayu was born in Taiyuan, Shanxi Province in 2000 and
graduated from the Dance Department of the Art College of
Nanchang University in 2022. He joined TAO Dance Theater in
March 2022.

WAN LU

Born in Zibo, Shandong Province in 1996, Wan Lu graduated
from Jinan Art School in Shandong Province in 2014 and from
the Dance Choreography Department of Xi'an Conservatory
of Music in 2019. She joined TAO Dance Theater in March 2022.

CHENG LETING

Cheng Letingwas born in Tongling, Anhui Province in 2001and
graduated from the Dance Department of the Art College of
Nanchang University in 2022. She joined TAO Dance Theater
in March 2022.

LU WENCHAO

Born in 1999 in Datong, Shanxi Province, Lu Wenchao
graduated from Taiyuan Culture and Art School in 2018. She
graduated from Sichuan Normal University in 2022 and joined
TAO Dance Theater that same year in November.

4BACK TO CONTENTS
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LIU LIYUAN

Born in Chengdu, Sichuan Province in 1998, Liu Liyuan
graduated from China West Normal University with a major
in Performance. In 2023, she graduated with a master’s
degree from Sichuan Normal University with a major in Dance
Performance and Choreography. In May 2023, she joined TAO
Dance Theater.

ZHANG ZHUOYAO

Born in Yiyang, Hunan Province in 2002, Zhang Zhuoyao
graduated from the Secondary Dance School Affiliated to
Shenyang Conservatory of Music in 2018. She graduated from
Minzu University of China with a major in Dance Performance
in 2023. In May 2023, she joined TAO Dance Theater.

4BACK TO CONTENTS
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PRODUCTION

CREDITS
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About da:ns focus

After 17 years of da:ns festival, Esplanade’s beloved dance platform
transforms into an exciting year-round season of five themed weekends.
Experience interconnected programmes that offer their own counterpoints,
dialogues and encounters in a focused exploration.

EveryBody 14 - 16 Apr 2023

Focusing on dance with inclusivity, diversity and participation, EveryBody
encourages “everybody” and “every body” to experience dance.

Body Language 5 -7 May 2023

Body Language focuses on the interplay between dance and text and
examines the dynamics when these forms meet.

CAN - Connect Asia Now 13 -15 Oct 2023

A spotlight on contemporary dance works by Asian artists, this gathering
focuses on distinct voices and creative impulses from the region.

FL/OW - The FULL OUT Weekend 1 -3 Dec 2023

Go FULL OUT with diverse facets of street dance through performances,
battles and workshops. Expand your idea of what street dance can be
beyond the conventional.

Ballet by the Bay 22 - 24 Mar 2024

A ballet lovers’ weekend of classics and neo-classical works. Be inspired
by world-class productions and be introduced to new perspectives on this
celebrated art form.



MORE PROGRAMMES AT DA:NS FOCUS -
CONNECT ASIA NOW (CAN)

AN ESPLANADE COMMISSION
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13 -15 Oct, Fri- Sun
Fri, 9pm | Sat, 7.30pm | Sun, 3pm
Esplanade Theatre Studio

Cross material and virtual worlds with up-and-coming choreographer Kornkarn
Rungsawang in this ritual-inspired performance that combines dance, augmented reality
and virtual reality. Audience members will be able to view, make wishes and offer
flowers to the digital shrine on a mobile app specially designed for the performance.

Tickets from $24.

Photo Credit: Bernie Ng


https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/dans-focus/events/mali-bucha-dance-offering
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by Melati Suryodarmo

(Indonesia)

13- 15 Oct, Fri- Sun
Fri, 7.30pm | Sat & Sun, 5pm
Esplanade Annexe Studio

One of the most prominent artists from Southeast Asia, Melati Suryodarmo premieres
a new dance creation that explores systemic breakdown in societies. Featuring dancers

from Indonesia and Taiwan with sound design and live music by Yuen Chee Wai from

The Observatory, Lapse traverses the unpredictable space between reality and a vision

of collective change.

Tickets from $16.

Fracture
by Melati Suryodarmo (indonesia)

29 Sep 2023 - 7 Jan 2024
Jendela (Visual Arts Space)

Presented as part of Visual Arts at Esplanade,
Fracture explores how enduring human behaviours
resonate with present-day lived realities.

Find out more at www.esplanade.com/visualarts



https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/dans-focus/events/lapse
https://www.esplanade.com/whats-on/festivals-and-series/series/visual-arts/fracture

Esplanade
&Me

Your access to the arts starts with Esplanade&Me

* Up to 20% savings on tickets and priority bookings and
early bird specials to festival and events at Esplanade

* Up to 20% savings on retail and dining specials at
Esplanade Mall and partners

* Exclusive invitations to events, workshops and tours
* Member referral incentives, Birthday privileges and more!

* Checkin at any of our free programmes, PIP's PLAYbox
and Jendela for rewards

Esplanade
&Me

jonsthan Tan
O01TTBS000 31 Doc 2025

Free to join Free upgrade when Free upgrade when Free for kids Free for ages Free for ages
'you spend $500 you spend $1000 12 years & under 17 to 26 years 55 & above

Of=0]
Not a member yet? Join at
www.esplanade.com/membership

UEN: 199205206G Information correct at time of print.

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377

“
\\
AAN
esplanade

theatres on the bay
singapore

Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation. @ www.esplanade.com ) @ EsplanadeSG
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to EsplanadeSi
different communities, including the underserved. HPLERE ST

#esplanadesg #mydurian



Get a free reusable shopping

bag when you spend min. $30
at Esplanade Mall from
12 Oct to 30 Nov 2023.
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Members Exclusive:
Get an additional limited edition shopping bag

. . '
when you upload your receipt! While stocks last! E| E|
5
Terms and Conditions: b
+ The offer is subject to availability and while stocks last.
+ Spend min. $30 within 3 receipts to redeem one reusable shopping bag. Limited to one redemption per patron.
* Esplanade&Me members can redeem an additional one reusable bag when you upload the same receipt image. E

Limited to one redemption per member.

* Valid receipt must be presented to qualify for redemption. o
* Esplanade&Me members must upload image(s) of their Esplanade Mall receipt(s) in your profile to qualify for the redemption. F d t L]
+ Valid receipt must be presented to qualify for redemption. I n o u m o re [ ]
+ Reusable shopping bags are available for collection at Esplanade Box Office and Visitor Centre from 12pm to 8pm daily. 2 .

« Participating merchants reserve the right to amend the terms and conditions without prior notice. Not a member yet ? Join at
Other Terms & Conditions apply. www.esplanade.com/membership

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377
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Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks

to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and sponsors for
believing in our vision to be a performing arts centre for everyone.
They made all these possible!”

@ 4 562 3354

activities took place at Esplanade. 1 ,057 Paid

3,260,515 |§%

People attended our activities at the centre. Participants

We believe that everyone

Va should be able to experience
Free 1’487’680 the joy of the arts, including

children, youth, seniors, migrant

S 7 1 workers and individuals with

ad | 287.93 o needs. 0 :

f special needs. Our community

engagement activities bring the
arts to those in need.

*Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2022 to Mar 2023.

Your contribution* will make a difference.

On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you!

Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade.

Donate at www.esplanade.com/donate

To find out more, email us at donations@esplanade.com or speak with us at 6828 8321.

Esplanade is a charity and an Institution of a Public Character. Your donation to us is
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund. Please note that the prevailing
tax exemption scheme for donors and sponsors of Arts-Related Businesses will depend
on the qualifying criteria imposed by IRAS.



With Gratitude

Esplanade —Theatres on the Bay is a charity, a not-for-profit organisation and Singapore’s national
performing arts centre. We seek to entertain, engage, educate and inspire through the arts.

We thank everyone who has helped us bring joy, inspiration and positive impact to Singaporeans
from all walks of life by supporting the arts and Esplanade.

Our heartfelt appreciation goes especially to our Donors and Sponsors, for their steadfast belief in

our mission and for their generous support.

DONORS AND SPONSORS

Alice Koh

Allen & Overy LLP

Allianz Global Investors Singapore Limited
Alvin De Souza

Ang Chin Moh Funeral Directors Pte Ltd
Ang Zigian

Asia Ghani Restaurant And Catering Pte Ltd
Asian Medical Foundation

BNP Paribas

Bowen Enterprises Pte Ltd

Chia Lai Kuan

Chow Chung Ping

Chow Wan Cheng

Cindy Cheng Ah Ching

CLS International (1993) Pte Ltd
Composers And Authors Society of Singapore Ltd
Daniel Teo Tong How

Daryl Neo

EFG Bank AG

Embassy of France in Singapore

Esmond Loon

Francis Chin Kuok Choon

Fort Sanctuary Pte Ltd

High Commission of India, Singapore

Hon Chia Chun Noel

Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd
Lee Eng Beng

Lee Huay Leng

LeeTzuYang

Lim Siew Kheng

Matthew Teng

Ong Bok Aun

Peter Yap Wan Shern

Phua Dong Haur

Rachelle Hweejoo Francis
Ravindran S/O Sivalingam
Sanjeev Namath Kurungodan
See Tho Keng Leong

Sora Media Pte Ltd
Soumyadip Ghosh

The Family of BJ & CW Tresise
The Silent Foundation Limited
Tye Wai Mun

U.S. Embassy, Singapore
UOB

Vemala K Rajamanickam
William and Mavis Tok
Winson Lay Chee Loong
Woon Yen Khai

Yap Foo Kar

Yvonne Tham

The above are donors and sponsors who contributed $1000 and above from April 2022—March 2023.

Join us in sharing the joy of the arts and help us reach

more communities in need.

We believe that an experience with the arts is special and that with your generous
support, more people will get a chance to enjoy the arts. Join us in sharing the joy of
the arts and help us reach more communities in need.

Esplanade also receives grants from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, as well as support for our
Community Programmes from the Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club.




£

N of
3\ Stage

¢¢

I could just scroll through IG or TikTok but I thought why

should I when I can do the same on Offstage? It makes me feel

like I know more things. Great arts content, anytime, anywhere.

Highly recommend.

2

Totally Anonymous Person

(who is not related to www.esplanade.com/offstage)

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377
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Photo Credit: Fan Xi

N\ ‘\
AR
esplanade ,'V\_s:

theatres on the bay
singapore

Esplanade is a charity and not-for-profit organisation.
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to
different communities, including the underserved.
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