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About Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay

Board Members

Esplanade is Singapore’s national performing arts centre. It hosts a year-round line-up of about 3,500 
live performances and activities presented by Esplanade, its partners and hirers. Esplanade also 
brings the arts virtually to audiences in Singapore and beyond, through its diverse range of digital 
programmes on Esplanade Offstage, an all-access backstage pass to the performing arts and guide to 
Singapore and Asian arts and culture, with videos, podcasts, articles, quizzes and resources. 

As an arts centre for everyone, Esplanade also creates opportunities for seniors, youth, children and 
underserved communities to experience the arts. More than 70% of the shows that take place each 
year at the centre are free for all to enjoy. 

The centre works in close partnership with local, regional and international artists to develop artistic 
capabilities and content, push artistic boundaries and engage audiences. Esplanade supports the 
creation of artistic content by commissioning and producing new Singapore and Asian work for the 
international stage. It also develops technical capabilities for the industry nationally. 

Turning 20 in 2022, Esplanade marks the occasion with a year-long celebration themed 20 and 
Beyond: Keeping the Lights On. In addition to the presentations of its year-long festivals, programme 
series, and special initiatives and events, there will also be a season of new works by Singapore and 
Asian artists specially commissioned for the arts centre’s 20th anniversary and of�cial opening of its 
newest venue, Singtel Waterfront Theatre.

Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay is operated by The Esplanade Co Ltd (TECL), which is a not- for-pro�t 
organisation, a registered Charity and an Institution of a Public Character. The Charity Council 
awarded TECL the Charity Governance Award – Special Commendation for Clarity of Strategy in 2016, 
and the Charity Transparency Award for four consecutive years since 2016. Esplanade is Singapore’s 
�rst Dementia-Friendly Arts Venue and a certi�ed Dementia Go-To Point, as well as a Guide-dog 
Friendly centre.  

TECL receives funding support from Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and its Community 
Programmes are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and 
Singapore Turf Club. 

Visit Esplanade.com for more information.
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1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981   Tel: 6828 8222   Fax: 6337 3633
Customer Service Hotline: 6828 8377   SISTIC Hotline: 6348 5555

Mr Lee Tzu Yang (Chairman)
Ms Yvonne Tham (Chief Executive Of�cer)
Ms Janet Ang
Mrs Rosa Daniel
Mr Lee Eng Beng
Ms Lee Huay Leng
Dr Lee Tung Jean

Mrs Clara Lim-Tan
Mr Daryl Neo
Mr Kenny Powar
Ms Rahayu Buang
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EsplanadeSingapore
#esplanadesg #mydurian
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Festival Message

The Indian culture spans myriad 
art forms and genres that branch 
out from its long history. Presenting 
this diverse and extensive culture 
in Singapore is no mean task. 
Over the past two decades, Kalaa 
Utsavam – Indian Festival of 
Arts has been a champion for the 
Indian arts and this year from 18 
– 27 Nov 2022, the festival builds 
on the relationships developed 
over the years with artists and arts 
groups, while also introducing new 
and exciting artists and art forms 
that audiences can look forward to.
 
In the unique position of being 
the first Indian arts festival with 
a multi-genre focus in Southeast 
Asia, Kalaa Utsavam has sought 
to be a catalyst for excellence by 
developing and supporting the 
creations of both international and 
Singapore artists through debut 
performances by up and coming 
artists and premieres of new work, 
all telling their unique stories. 
Keeping in line with that vision, 
this year’s edition will also feature 
the return of international artists 
such as sitarist Anoushka Shankar, 
and newly co-produced works 
by Apsaras Arts, Bhaskar’s Arts 
Academy and playwright A Yagnya.
 

Through ARISI : Rice, Apsaras Arts 
explores the importance of rice 
from a Southeast Asian perspective; 
Bhaskar’s Arts Academy 
collaborates with playwright Alfian 
Sa’at for Marabu – Footprints of 
an Artist which pays tribute to the 
late doyenne Mrs Santha Bhaskar; 
and upcoming local playwright 
A Yagnya’s Between 5 Cows and 
the Deep Blue Sea… which is 
directed by Alvin Tan will explore 
traditional Indian matchmaking 
and the struggles of a Tamil girl. 
Presented as part of PopLore – A 
Year of Singapore Popular Music in 
celebration of Esplanade’s 20th 
Anniversary, we welcome back 
the ever-popular Vasantham Live 
which will chronicle the evolution of 
the Indian pop scene in Singapore.
 



Kalaa Utsavam also features many 
exciting and upcoming musicians, 
such as Punjabi outfit Band 
Walle, Tamil group D.N.S.V and 
a night of soul and R&B with 
singer-songwriter Shak’thiya.

The festival has also had the 
wonderful opportunity of 
featuring many leading musicians 
from overseas. Whilst this could 
not be achieved in the past two 
years due to the pandemic, 
this year we are thrilled to 
welcome world music icon and 
sitarist Anoushka Shankar, 
collaborating with Austrian 
percussionist Manu Delago and 
our very own Orchestra of the 
Music Makers; Maverick Indian 
carnatic vocalist T M Krishna 
and his ensemble; and popular 
Malaysian hip-hop collective 
#PU4LYF  who are primed to 
bring the house down.
 
We also take immense pride 
in featuring the works Can I 
Make You a Suit, Mate? by 
Singapore stand-up comedian 
Rishi Budhrani as he takes 
us down memory lane with a 
comedic monologue based on 
his father’s experiences as an 
immigrant from India, and The 
Indigo Jackal directed by Grace 
Kalaiselvi which adds to the list 
of popular children’s productions 
that were commissioned in the 

past few editions of the festival. 
The festival will also feature 
workshops, talks and a slew of 
free programmes for everyone’s 
enjoyment.
 
We express our heartfelt thanks 
to Kalaa Utsavam 2022’s Principal 
Sponsor, the High Commission 
of India, Singapore, Supporting 
Sponsor Fort Sanctuary, and 
supporter Bowen Enterprises Pte 
Ltd and The Silent Foundation. 
Having said that, no festival is 
possible without all of you, our 
audience and fans. We thank you 
for the unwavering support that 
has been extended to us over the 
last 20 years. As we step into a 
new frontier into the next decade 
of the festival, we invite you to 
join us once again on this journey 
of exploring and marvelling at 
the sheer diversity and beauty of 
Indian culture and arts.
 
See you at Kalaa Utsavam!

V M Sai Akileshwar
Programmer, The Esplanade Co Ltd
On behalf of the Kalaa Utsavam 
Team



Sponsor’s Message

As we celebrate 75 years of 
India’s independence with a 
series of events under ‘Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav’, the High 
Commission of India is delighted 
to support the 21st year of Kalaa 
Utsavam – Indian Festival of Arts 
in Singapore. It is heartening to 
see the impressive growth of the 
festival over the past two decades, 
with its focus on multiple genres 
but creating a niche for itself as a 
unique event featuring both global 
and local artists.

This edition of Kalaa Utsavam 
is special, as it brings to the 
audience an exciting bouquet 
of performances by several 
internationally acclaimed 
musicians such as Sitar Maestra 
Anoushka Shankar and Carnatic 
vocalist TM Krishna, apart from 
the dance musical, ARISI: Rice, 
which is a cross-cultural and 
multi-disciplinary performance 
inspired by the life-sustaining 
grain that links vast sections of 
humanity across Asia. The festival 
provides useful opportunities for 
children and adults to participate 
in interesting workshops and 
lectures, helping them develop a 
keener understanding of various 
art forms. In addition, it also 
provides a valuable platform for 

local talent, contributing towards 
keeping the Indian arts alive and 
thriving in Singapore.

The long and unique history of 
people-to-people connections 
between India and Singapore 
makes collaboration in the field of 
culture a joyous and spontaneous 
celebration of music, dance and 
the arts, and contributes to the 
vitality of our bilateral relationship. 
Festivals like Kalaa Utsavam 
keep artistic traditions alive and 
provide an opportunity to bring 
about greater harmony and 
understanding. 



Arts and artists have been 
instrumental in providing a 
healing touch to our tired souls 
as we continue to navigate the 
challenging circumstances of the 
pandemic. We are glad to have been 
a key partner of Kalaa Utsavam 
last year, albeit under a heavy 
COVID-19 overhang. It gives us 
greater pleasure to see the event 
being held this time in-person, just 
as in the years before the pandemic. 
Esplanade has already enthralled 
audiences in Singapore this year by 
playing host to events like Ashayein 
by Salim Sulaiman and Triveni 
featuring Ustaad Zakir Hussain, as 
part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations. We are hopeful that 
the vibrant audiences of Singapore 
will again give a resounding thumbs 
up to the events planned in this 
edition of Kalaa Utsavam. 

The High Commission of India 
conveys its best wishes to all 
the performers and hopes that 
this edition of Kalaa Utsavam 
surpasses the high standards it 
has set for itself, and adds another 
glittering chapter to India-
Singapore cultural relations.

P. Kumaran
High Commissioner of India 
Singapore





























































































RHAPSODY

346.2208

FORT SANCTUARY 

presents

The legendary Wuyi rock-essence teas, 

crafted using leaves harvested from prime 

regions in Wuyishan, China, are symbols of 

luxury and prestige. 

In 2014, Fort Sanctuary invested in a series 

of bold experiments crafting and aging the 

prestigious tea in Singapore. 

Seven years later, in late 2021, we were ex-

cited to release some of the teas from our 

experiments in 2014. Fort Sanctuary 346 is 

one of our works based on the leaves re-

leased.

ADVOCATING

and PIONEERING

an
EXCLUSIVE
CONCEPT of
FINEST TEAS
made in
SINGAPORE

Rhapsody 346.2208 is a tea demonstration 

on deciphering the enigmatic teas. 

Our invention of precise firing, conceptual-

ized as “painting with fire”, awakens the tea 

to perform to the tune of fire. 

Here, the beautifully aged 346 depicts a hu-

man narrative of the sight of date palm trees 

in a desert while presenting an imaginative 

space for open-ended interpretations.  

This special tea performance comes with 

perfect brews of the tea at Fort Sanctuary@ 

Esplanade.

painting
withfire

 performing
leaves

magic 
 of storytelling

indulgence 
in tea an 

8 Raffles Avenue #02-01/03/04 esplanade mall Please call +65 62548048



Help bear more fruit in the arts

Join us in bearing more “fruits” in the arts 
and help us grow #mydurian so that we can:  
• Continue to keep over 70% of our programmes free.
• Bring the arts to people of different backgrounds and different abilities.

Find out more about 
what your donation 
helps us do here. 

Adopt one of the 7,139 sunshades, claddings or “spikes” that have 
earned us our “durian” nickname! A donation of $98 allows you to 
virtually personalise one of these "spikes" or gather your friends and 
family to collectively personalise a cluster of "spikes". 
 
These "spikes" protect us from the heat and harsh glare, while letting the 
beautiful glow of sunlight into our building. Like these "spikes", your 
donation helps us continue being an arts centre for everyone while 
supporting our efforts to grow new fruits in the arts for our future!
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-pro�t organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved.

1 Esplanade Drive, Singapore 038981 | Customer Experience Hotline: 6828 8377

EsplanadeSingapore
#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG
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With Gratitude

Join us in sharing the joy of the arts and help us reach 
more communities in need.
We believe that an experience with the arts is special and that with your generous 
support, more people will get a chance to enjoy the arts. Join us in sharing the joy of 
the arts and help us reach more communities in need.

Esplanade–Theatres on the Bay is a charity, a not-for-pro�t organisation and Singapore’s national 
performing arts centre. We seek to entertain, engage, educate and inspire through the arts.

In 2022, we mark our 20th anniversary of being an arts centre for everyone. We thank everyone who has 
been a part of our journey. You have helped us bring joy, inspiration and positive impact to Singaporeans 
from all walks of life.

Our heartfelt appreciation goes especially to our Donors and Sponsors, for their steadfast belief in our 
mission and for generously supporting us.

The Esplanade Co Ltd is funded by Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth and our Community Programmes 
are supported by Tote Board Family, comprising Tote Board, Singapore Pools and Singapore Turf Club. 

The above are donors and sponsors who contributed $1000 and above from April 2021–March 2022.

DONORS AND SPONSORS
AETOS Holdings Pte Ltd
Alice Koh
Allen & Overy LLP
Alvin De Souza
Anastasia Tjendri Liew
Andre Yeap
Andrew Lee
Anthony Goh 
Asec Security Events Command Pte Ltd
Atek Engineering Pte Ltd
BinjaiTree
BNP Paribas 
Carl Zeiss Pte Ltd 
Cheah Shu Kheem
Chiang Family
Christel Hon
Christine Gan
Chua Sock Hwang
Chua Sock Koong 
Chye Thiam Maintenance Pte Ltd
CLS International (1993) Pte Ltd
Cynthia Chee
Delicia Tan
Donald Ng Cheng San
Duncan William Kauffman 
EFG Bank AG
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Singapore
Esmond Loon
Eunice Yap
Fabian Lua
Francis Chin Kuok Choon
Geraldine Kan
Goh Ka-Sin
Goldman Sachs Gives
Hanif Nomanbhoy
High Commission of India, Singapore

Hilary Miles Sixtus Kevin
Hong Leong Foundation
Janet Ang 
Jeann Low 
Jessie Chen 
Juzar S. Motiwalla
Khor Li Yan
Khor Teik Heng
Koh Choon Fah
Koh Lin-Net
Kris Foundation
Lam Soon Singapore Pte Ltd
LCH Lockton Pte Ltd
Lee Woon Shiu
Liaw Sze Keong
Liu Thai Ker
Loo Tze Kian
Lucinda Seah 
Lu Yeow Chor
Manu George
Moonira d/o Saleh Motiwalla
Musa Bin Fazalur Karim
Myrna Susan Thomas
Ng Siew Eng
Ng Wei Xiang
Noel Hon Chia Chun
Ong Hwee Suan
OUE Limited
Patrick Ang
Paul Tseng and Elyn Wong
Preetha Pillai
Raymond Quah
Raymundo A Yu JR
Rosa Daniel
Rush-Me-Not Art Studio Pte Ltd
Sanjeev Namath Kurungodan
Second Chance Properties Ltd

Sharlene Low
Sim Gim Guan
Suhaimi Zainul Abidin
T.E Engineering & Trading
Tang Chek Keng
Terence Lim 
The Silent Foundation Limited
Theresa Foo
Toh Bao En
Tommy Koh
Viju Chakarapany
William and Mavis Tok 
Wing Tai Foundation
Winson Lay Chee Loong
Wong Hong Ching
Yeow Chee Keong
Yoosuf Moiz
Yong Kon Yoon
Yvonne Tham
Zhang Xinyue
Zoher S.Motiwalla

2,976
821 Non-Ticketed

activities took 
place at Esplanade.

Ticketed 1,891

465
Activities

7,522 
Participants

We believe that everyone should be able to 
experience the joy of the arts, including children, 
youth, seniors, migrant workers and individuals 
with special needs. Our community engagement 
activities bring the arts to those in need.

On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you! 
Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade. 

Donate at www.esplanade.com/donate
donations@esplanade.com or speak with us at 6828 8321. 

Esplanade is a charity and an Institution of a Public Character. Your donation to us is 
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund. Please note that the prevailing 
tax exemption scheme for donors and sponsors of Arts-Related Businesses will depend 
on the qualifying criteria imposed by IRAS.

Your contribution* will make a difference.

72,756 
Non-Ticketed

Ticketed

2,062,549 
People attended our activities at the centre.

379,989 

*Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2021 to Mar 2022.

Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks
to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and 

sponsors for believing in our vision to be a performing   
arts centre for everyone. They made all these possible!ˆ
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We believe that everyone should be able to 
experience the joy of the arts, including children, 
youth, seniors, migrant workers and individuals 
with special needs. Our community engagement 
activities bring the arts to those in need.

On behalf of the communities we serve, thank you! 
Find out how you too can make a difference through the arts at Esplanade. 
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Your contribution* will make a difference.

72,756 
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Ticketed

2,062,549 
People attended our activities at the centre.

379,989 

*Figures for Esplanade’s activities from Apr 2021 to Mar 2022.

Esplanade gives our heartfelt thanks
to our Esplanade partner, arts benefactor, donors and 

sponsors for believing in our vision to be a performing   
arts centre for everyone. They made all these possible!ˆ
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Your feedback is valuable. 

Please help us complete these surveys. 

Thank you.

Festival feedback Programme feedback

https://ncv.microsoft.com/GCTdUdkBtRhttps://ncv.microsoft.com/GCTdUdkBtR
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp-B1pm3EZFrAQqOCyQ0MXBwevx-v2vzu0CoXv7ordbARFxA/viewform
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Esplanade is a charity and not-for-pro�t organisation. 
Help us bring the joy and inspiration of the arts to 
different communities, including the underserved. EsplanadeSingapore

#esplanadesg #mydurian

www.esplanade.com EsplanadeSG

Principal Sponsor

Supporting Sponsor

Supported By

Programme Sponsors

Special thanks to Singapore Airlines, DEVATA Friends of Apsaras Arts, 
Mrs Rhama Sankaran, Mr Sat Pal Khattar, Mr Sandeep Malik and 

Micron Semiconductor Asia Operations

Kalaa Utsavam - Indian Festival of Arts 2022
is made possible with the generous support of:

High Commission of India

Fort Sanctuary

Temasek Foundation TVS

Bowen Enterprises Pte Ltd The Silent Foundation Ltd




